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I John 1:1-4

1  I John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
2  I John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
3  Lev. 18:5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am 
the Lord.
Prov. 4:4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and 
live.
Prov. 7:2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.
4  John 1:1&2 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same 
was in the beginning with God.
John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
I John 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these 
three are one.
5  Strong’s Concordance
6  Strong’s Concordance
7  NAS Exhaustive Concordance
8  Matt. 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

I John 1:1 That which was from the be-
ginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have han-
dled, of the Word of life;

In a book that details what is necessary 
to gain fellowship with the Father and the 
Son,1 and which was written to confirm if 
a man has eternal life or not,2 this verse 
is remarkable in that the emphasis is di-
rectly centered upon the personal and 
spiritual relationship the apostle John 
had with Jesus Christ. He is the one John 
hopes to reveal to the world, and He is 
the one Whom John knows holds the key 
to gaining eternal life. Ultimately, Christ 
is the Word of life, the manifested form 
of God, Who leads to life. John gives Je-
sus Christ this title because through Him 
God’s knowledge of the way to gain eter-
nal life is revealed. As the Word, not only 
is Christ God’s revelation to man, but He 
is also God’s path to heaven.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, John 1:1) The Son 
of God may be called “the Word,” because 
he is the medium by which God promul-
gates His will and issues His commandments. 
(END QUOTE)

Man is saved by Christ because He is 
the living Word of God. Where previ-
ously obedience to the Mosaic Law is 

how God purposed to lead men to life,3 
now the lordship of God’s Son is how 
men are eternally saved. Since Christ is 
the Word,4 in Him is God’s path to sal-
vation. (Rom. 10:9&10) That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. The 
Greek word for confess is #3670 homolo-
geó. Its definition is “to speak the same, 
to agree.”5 HELPS Word-studies defines 
the word as “homologéō  (from 3674 /ho-
moú, ‘together’ and 3004 /légō, ‘speak to a 
conclusion’) – properly, to voice the same 
conclusion, i.e. agree (‘confess’); to pro-
fess (confess) because in full agreement; 
to align with (endorse).” These defini-
tions reveal that to confess Christ as Lord 
is to agree with God that the Son of God 
is Lord. The Greek word for Lord is #2962 
kurios, which is defined as “lord, master, 
sir; the Lord.”6 HELPS Word-studies fur-
ther defines the word as “properly, a per-
son exercising absolute ownership rights; 
lord (Lord).” The origin of kurios is “from 
kuros (authority).”7 From these defini-
tions of both confess and Lord, we observe 
that to be saved, Jesus must be given full 
authority over the soul. Because God has 
given His Son authority over all things,8 
to be saved men must agree with God’s 
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transfer of divine authority to Christ and 
subsequently make Him their Lord and 
Master of their life. Thus, when man ac-
cepts the Word and yields fully to Christ’s 
present heavenly authority, God regards 
this as subjection to His will for man. 
Christ’s lordship supplanting the place of 
needing to obey every commandment of 
God. This obedience was necessary in the 
Old Testament in order to be saved,9 but 
in fact it is impossible10 simply because of 
man’s weak fleshly ability to keep divine 
Law.11

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Rom. 10:9) “And 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.” Here it means to acknowl-
edge him as Lord, that is, as having a right to 
rule over the soul. (END QUOTE)

To make Jesus Christ your Lord is to 
give Him full authority over your soul. 

Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
John 3:35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.
John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:
John 17:2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him.
Eph. 1:20&21 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
Phil. 2:9&10 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 
10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth;
Col. 1:15-18 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17And he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist. 18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preeminence.
I Pet. 3:22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being 
made subject unto him.
9  Matt. 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
Rom. 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.
Heb. 10:8-10 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, 
neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He 
taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 10By the which will we are sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
10  Jas. 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
11  Rom. 7:14-18 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15For that which I do I al-
low not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16If then I do that which I would not, I consent 
unto the law that it is good. 17Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18For I know that 
in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which 
is good I find not.
12  John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that 
was made.
13  Gen. 2:4-7 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that 
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every 
herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a 
man to till the ground. 6But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 7And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul.
14  Col. 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

This means that both Christ’s Word and 
His Spirit must rule your inner being. If 
any reject subjection to either Christ’s 
words and Christ’s Spirit, this reveals re-
jection of divine Law and cannot result in 
receiving the salvation promised by the 
Son. It is worthy of note that to receive 
Christ’s lordship partially is to receive 
Him not at all. Thus, not until Christ is 
given full and complete dominion over 
the life can God’s salvation be given. It 
is by obedience to the Son of God, via 
His Word and His Spirit, that produces 
salvation for the soul. (Heb. 5:9) And be-
ing made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him;

That which was from the beginning. It 
is important to recognize that before we 
were, Christ was.12 Just as the heavens and 
earth were created13 before man,14 so did 
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Christ exist with God in the beginning.15 
It is also at this time, before the world was 
even formed, that God’s purpose for His 
saved people came into being. (Col. 1:4) 
According as he hath chosen us in him be-
fore the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before 
him in love: 

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Eph. 1:4) In him 
- In Christ. The choice was not without refer-
ence to any means of saving them; it was not 
a mere purpose to bring a certain number to 
heaven; it was with reference to the media-
tion of the Redeemer, and his work. It was a 
purpose that they should be saved “by” him, 
and share the benefits of the atonement. The 
whole choice and purpose of salvation had 
reference to him, and “out” of him no one 
was chosen to life, and no one out of him will 
be saved.

Before the foundation of the world - This is 
a very important phrase in determining the 
time when the choice was made. It was not 
an “afterthought.” It was not commenced in 
time. The purpose was far back in the ages of 
eternity. (END QUOTE)

The Lord’s predestination of His peo-
ple is what makes Christ’s salvation so se-
cure. This was the purpose of the Son of 
God coming into the world, to save those 

15  I Cor. 8:6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.
16  Isa. 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel.
17  John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that 
was made.
John 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was.
John 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.
Heb. 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds;
I Cor. 8:6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.
Eph. 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
Col. 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
18  John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
19  Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law,
20  Rom. 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
21  Phil. 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men:
II Cor. 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

purposed by God for heaven. Well did 
Isaiah state that unto us (or for our pur-
pose) a child is born. (Isa. 9:6) For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.

(Benson Commentary, Isa. 9:6) Unto us a 
child is, or, shall be, born … The human na-
ture of the Messiah is here first set forth. He 
shall be the child born, the Word made flesh, 
and that for us; not only for us Jews, but for 
us men, for us sinners, and especially for us 
believers. Unto us a son is given — Or, the son, 
namely, of the virgin, spoken of [in] Isaiah 
7:14;16 the Immanuel, the Song of Solomon 
of God, so called, not only on account of his 
miraculous conception, but because of his 
eternal generation, the Word, who was in the 
beginning with God, had glory with the Father 
before the world was, was loved by him before 
the foundation of the world, and by whom he 
made the worlds, and created all things. See 
John 1:1–3; John 17:5; John 17:24; Hebrews 
1:2; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Ephesians 3:9; Colos-
sians 1:16.17 This person, the Father’s own Son, 
his only-begotten Son, is given, John 3:16;18 
sent forth, Galatians 4:4;19 sent in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, Romans 8:3;20 though rich, and 
in the form of God, made in the likeness of men, 
poor, and of no reputation, Php 2:7; 2 Corin-
thians 8:9;21 given to be our infallible Teacher, 
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our prevalent Mediator, our almighty Saviour, 
our righteous Ruler, and our final Judge. Ac-
cordingly, The government — Of the church, 
of the world, yea, of all things, for the church’s 
benefit, Ephesians 1:21-22;22 shall be upon 
his shoulder — That is, upon him, or in his 
hands; all power being given to him in heav-
en and on earth. In mentioning shoulder, he 
speaks metaphorically; great burdens being 
commonly laid upon men’s shoulders, and 
all government, if rightly managed, being a 
great burden, and this especially being, of all 
others, the most weighty and important trust. 
(END QUOTE)

Which we have heard. Here John 
reveals what was the basis of his faith in 
the Son of God. It was what the apostle 
had heard Christ speak. We can tell the 
depth and nature of a man by the wisdom 
and words that proceed out of his mouth.
(ADD in Luke 6:45?)23 The words Jesus 
Christ spoke revealed an understanding 
and an enlightenment of heavenly truths 
previously unknown to man. He spoke 
truths such as for any to be saved they 

22  Eph. 1:21-22 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to 
be the head over all things to the church,
23  Luke 6:45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaketh.
24  John 3:3-5 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 4Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
25  Matt. 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
26  John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
27  Matt. 9:36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.
Matt. 14:14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and 
he healed their sick.
Matt. 15:32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they 
continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them away fasting, lest they faint 
in the way.
Matt. 20:34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received sight, 
and they followed him.
Mark 1:41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; 
be thou clean.
Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, be-
cause they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things.
Luke 7:13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.
28  Luke 4:14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through 
all the region round about.
Luke 4:32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.
Luke 4:36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for with authority 
and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.
Luke 5:17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the 
law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the 
Lord was present to heal them.
Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.
29  Luke 24:36-43 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace 
be unto you. 37But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 38And he said unto 

must be born again,24 and that for a man 
to save his life he must first lose it,25 and 
that he who believes upon the Son of God, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.26 To John, Christ’s words and the 
wisdom He spoke is what became the first 
proof that Jesus was in fact God’s Son and 
God’s revelation of Himself to man.

Which we have seen with our eyes. Like 
Peter, John equally attested that he was 
an eyewitness to Christ’s majesty. (II Pet. 
1:16) For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
As much as John had heard Christ speak, 
equally did he have the same opportunity 
to observe Christ’s person and the Son of 
God’s walk in the world. Consequently, 
the apostle saw with his own eyes mul-
tiple instances of Jesus’s compassion27 and 
His divine power;28 he even observed Je-
sus in His resurrected body.29 Seeing was 
believing, and thus, for John, there was 
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absolutely no doubt that Jesus was exactly 
Who He claimed to be.30 Other miracles 
John observed included Jesus feeding the 

them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? 39Behold my hands and my feet, that it 
is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 40And when he had thus 
spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said 
unto them, Have ye here any meat? 42And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 43And he 
took it, and did eat before them.
John 20:19-27 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. 20And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord. 21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you. 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 
24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25The other disciples there-
fore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 26And after 
eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold 
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.
I Cor. 15:3-7 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the scriptures; 4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
5And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at 
once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles.
30  John 4:25&26 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is 
come, he will tell us all things. 26Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.
John 9:35-37 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God? 36He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 37And Jesus said 
unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.
John 11:25&–26: “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: 26And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?”
John 14:6: “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
Mark 14:61–62: “But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto 
him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? 62And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”
John 10:24–25: “Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? 
If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in 
my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.”
31  John 6:5–13: “When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto 
Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 6And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what 
he would do. 7Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one 
of them may take a little. 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto him, 9There is a lad here, 
which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 10And Jesus said, Make 
the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 
11And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to 
them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 12When they were filled, he said unto 
his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 13Therefore they gathered them together, 
and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them 
that had eaten.”
32  Luke 8:23–25: “But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they 
were filled with water, and were in jeopardy. 24And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we 
perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. 
25And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What 
manner of man is this! for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him.”
33  Matt. 8:28–33: “And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him 
two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way. 29And, 
behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to tor-
ment us before the time? 30And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding. 31So the devils 
besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. 32And he said unto them, Go. 
And when they were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters. 33And they that kept them fled, and went their ways 
into the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils.”
34  Luke 8:41–42: “And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell 
down at Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he would come into his house: 42for he had one only daughter, about 
twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But as he went the people thronged him.”

five thousand,31 calming the sea,32 cast-
ing out demons into a herd of pigs,33 and 
raising Jairus’s daughter to life.34 Like Ni-
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codemus, the apostle knew that no man 
could do these miracles, unless God was 
with him. (John 3:2) The same came to Je-
sus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him. 
Observance of the Savior proved to John 
and the other disciples, that God was 
indeed in Christ and that Christ was in 
God. (Benson) “His miracles were his 
credentials.”35

Which we have looked upon. This im-
plies not simply seeing the Son of God 
and all that He both said and did, but an 
even deeper contemplation that John and 
the other disciples experienced as they be-
came illuminated to the wonderful iden-
tity of the Savior. Just as Mary pondered 
the glory of the Son she brought into the 
world,36 so also the apostles marveled and 
were amazed at Christ’s person.37

I John 1:2 (For the life was manifested, 
and we have seen it, and bear witness, 
and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us;)

Luke 8:49–56: “While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, Thy 
daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. 50But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe 
only, and she shall be made whole. 51And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, 
and James, and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden. 52And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, 
Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. 53And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 54And he 
put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 55And her spirit came again, and she 
arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat. 56And her parents were astonished: but he charged them 
that they should tell no man what was done.”
35  Benson Commentary, John 3:1–2
36  Luke 2:10–19 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16And they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child. 18And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds. 19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
37  Matt. 8:27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey 
him!
Matt. 9:8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto 
men.
Matt. 9:33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never 
so seen in Israel.
Matt. 21:18-20 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. 19And when he saw a fig tree in 
the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee 
henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away. 20And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, 
saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away!
38  John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.
39  John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

Ultimately, John realized that Jesus 
represented to the world the eternal life 
of God. It was this eternal life that John 
sought to show and bear witness to.38 
The Son of God holds great power, such 
power that He can also give eternal life 
to as many as believe in Him. I give unto 
them eternal life (John 10:28) is authori-
tative and agrees with Christ’s purpose 
in coming into the world. Thus, if a man 
desires to acquire and share in the eternal 
life of God, then he must share a personal 
relationship with the Son of God. This is 
done by hearing His Word and obeying it, 
as well as by believing in the Father Who 
sent Him.39 There is but one door, one ac-
cess point, by which sinners such as our-
selves can find hope of heaven, and it is 
through the very One sent by God to re-
veal God’s spiritual and eternal life more 
fully to the world. That which a man has, 
he can give. Jesus, the Son of Man and 
Son of God, can therefore give God’s 
eternal life to as many as make Him their 
Lord. (I John 5:11) And this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. 
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(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 5:11) And 
this is the record - This is the sum, or the 
amount, of the testimony (μαρτυρία martu-
ria) which God has given respecting him.

That God hath given to us eternal life - Has 
provided, through the Saviour, the means of 
obtaining eternal life. See the notes at John 
5:24; John 17:2-3.40

And this life is in his Son - Is treasured up in 
him, or is to be obtained through him. (END 
QUOTE)

(John 6:27) Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him 
hath God the Father sealed. A man’s labor, 
therefore, should not merely be regulat-
ed to feeding his body and the desires it 
produces, but rather toward that spiritual 
labor that leads to the saving of the soul. 
This meat, which is a knowledge of the 
Son of God and a pursuit of the higher 
spiritual realm, provides the opportunity 
for everlasting life.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, John 6:27) The 
meat that perisheth - The food for the sup-
ply of your natural needs. It perishes. The 
strength you derive from it is soon exhausted, 
and your wasted powers need to be reinvigo-
rated.

That meat which endureth - The supply of 
your spiritual wants; that which supports, 
and nourishes, and strengthens the soul; the 
doctrines of the gospel, that are to a weak and 
guilty soul what needful food is to the weary 
and decaying body.

To everlasting life - The strength derived from 
the doctrines of the gospel is not exhausted. 

40  John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
John 17:2&3 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him. 3And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent.
41  John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
42  Prov. 4:19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.
John 12:46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.
43  Matt. 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; nei-
ther knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him.
John 14:6-11 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. 7If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have 
seen him. 8Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9Jesus saith unto him, Have I been 
so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and 
how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? 10Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? 

It endures without wasting away. It nourishes 
the soul to everlasting life. (END QUOTE)

And shew unto you that eternal life. The 
purpose of the apostles’ earthly minis-
try was that all men might know that in 
Christ is life and that He is the light of 
all men,41 without which they can only 
stumble in darkness.42 (I John 5:12) He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life. In 
this one single maxim is contained the 
entire Christian Gospel. If man would 
believe and rely upon this truth, then very 
little other preaching would be needed to 
bring people to salvation. This also is the 
question that all who profess to believe in 
Jesus need to ask themselves: “Do I hold 
true belief in the Son of God in my heart, 
or do I merely know Christ’s name in my 
mind?” There is a great difference, then, 
if a man only mentally knows the Lord’s 
name or if he has allowed Christ’s full au-
thority over his life. The answer to this 
question ultimately reveals whether men 
are saved or not. 

I John 1:3 That which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.

The Book of I John entails certain im-
movable truths necessary for spiritual 
fellowship with God and with the Son 
of God Who came to reveal Him to the 
world.43 These divine revelations cannot 
be compromised if a man truly desires sin-
cere and genuine communion with both 
the Father and the Son. Each truth must 
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be carefully considered and thoughtfully 
reflected upon, simply because each will 
reveal what is necessary for spiritual con-
nection to the higher, heavenly, and more 
holy realm of the Spirit. Minimizing or 
neglecting even one of these great revela-
tions both can and will result in forfeiting 
fellowship with the heavenly Father. One 
who will not hear John’s message, which 
is directly linked to John’s own personal 
relationship and account of the Son of 
God, shall forfeit the fellowship with God 
that Christ came to offer. For this reason, 
this epistle is an indispensable book, wor-
thy of our highest interest and continued 
spiritual study. Ultimately, it was Christ 
Who taught John, and it is Christ Who 
has chosen to use John to teach us the 
path to gaining true and living fellowship 
with the Father. 

I John 1:4 And these things write we unto 
you, that your joy may be full.

The Greek word for joy is #5479 cha-
ra. Its definition is “joy, delight.”44 John 
teaches us that those who sincerely main-
tain fellowship with the Father through 
His Son will possess a joy and inward 

the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ sake.
Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:
44  Strong’s Concordance
45  John 17:13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled 
in themselves.
46  Ps. 22:14–18 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in 
the midst of my bowels. 15My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou 
hast brought me into the dust of death. 16For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed 
me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 17I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 18They part my 
garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.
Isa. 53:3–12 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 8He was taken 
from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 10Yet it pleased the Lord 
to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 11He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniqui-
ties. 12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because 
he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors.
Matt. 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Phil. 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.
I Pet. 2:20–25 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21For even hereunto were ye called: 

spiritual happiness not found anywhere 
else in the world. This is that same in-
describable joy that Jesus said He would 
give to His true followers.45 (John 15:11) 
These things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full. 

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
John 15:11) These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you.—The 
better reading is, . . that My joy may be in you. 
The joy thought of is that which Christ Him-
self possessed in the consciousness of His 
love towards the Father, and of the Father’s 
love towards Him. The brightness of that joy 
lit up the darkest hours of His own human 
life, and He wills that it should light up theirs. 
In the consciousness of their love to God, and 
of God’s love to them, there would be in them, 
as part of their true life, joy which no sorrow 
could ever overcome. They were as men with 
troubled hearts. He has told them of the true 
source of peace. His own peace He has given 
to them. He tells them now of the source of 
joy, and has spoken the word that they may 
possess the very joy which was the light of 
His own heart. (END QUOTE)

Though Christ suffered much in the 
flesh,46 He possessed a joy completely for-
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eign to His accusers, betrayers, and mur-
derers. This joy every believer of the Son 
of God will experience when in fellow-
ship with God. (Ps. 16:11) Thou wilt shew 
me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness 
of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore. When a man truly believes, 
then he will experience for the first time 
in his life the joy and peace of God that 
only Christ can provide.47 Joy is a spiri-
tual fruit48 that is produced in a person’s 
heart whenever faith is present and con-
fidence and trust in God is held. There-
fore, he who genuinely exercises faith will 
experience joy in his soul, a spiritual joy 

because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22Who did no sin, nei-
ther was guile found in his mouth: 23Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened 
not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 24Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 25For ye were 
as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.
47  Rom. 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost.
48  Gal. 5:22&23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23Meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law.
49  Neh. 8:10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto 
them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord 
is your strength.

that proves not only the existence of a 
heavenly Father but also the true nature 
and disposition of heaven itself. This joy 
teaches us that heaven is not a gloomy or 
oppressive habitation but rather is a place 
of supreme happiness, freedom, and de-
light. Spiritual joy is an element of the na-
ture of God, and it is what all of heaven 
reflects. By believing in the Son of God, 
men can experience a portion of that joy, 
which will be their full possession when 
they are received into heaven. This joy is 
also aptly called the joy of the Lord49 be-
cause its source is the Lord.
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