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e Word of the Lord

An Exposition of I & II essalonians

II essalonians 2:1-9

Scriptures

II  essalonians 2:1–3 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,
2  at ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, 
nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come 
a falling away ĕ rst, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the churches gathering together 
unto Him, we learn a very signiĕ cant truth—that this event will not occur, that the day 
of Christ will not come, until there ĕ rst commences a great falling away from the faith, 
directly inĘ uenced by the revealing of the man of sin, the great instigator in leading 
the world away from the worship of God to become worshipers of himself.

When sin reaches its peak, led by the man of sin inĘ uencing men to betray God, Jesus 
Christ will return to not only destroy the son of perdition but also to remove all un-
godly rebellion once and for all.
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 e apostle therefore strongly asserts that the day of Jesus Christ will not be at hand 
until there is ĕ rst a great falling away from the faith, coinciding with the man of sin, 
the son of predition being revealed in the world. 

No doubt there were at the time many foolish thoughts and conjectures concerning 
the Son of God’s return and the beginning of the day of the Lord. Yet when Jesus’s 
disciples asked Him when He would restore the kingdom to Israel, His answer was;

Acts 1:7 It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put 
in his own power.

Certain things, like the times and seasons when biblical prophecy will be fulĕ lled, are 
not intended for even saints to know accurately.

 ese secret things are purposed only for God’s knowledge until the appointed time 
for their fulĕ llment.

Matthew 24:36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only.

Again, God chooses to keep some things secret, and no amount of persistent inquiry 
by man can make them known. 

Deuteronomy 29:29  e secret things belong unto the L our God: but those things 
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law.

 ankfully, it is enough for the people of God to concern themselves with things that 
have been revealed and not foolishly inquire about those divine mysteries not pur-
posed for any human being to know.

Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word; consequently, no true faith will ever 
be gained or advanced by searching for those hidden revelations of God that He, by 
His divine wisdom, has said no man should become aware of until the day of their 
fulĕ llment.

Romans 11:33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past ĕ nding out!

Human curiosity can do more to damage faith than strengthen it. And though the 
mystery of iniquity is already at work, it has not been seen or experienced in such a 
manner that sin has completely overthrown the truth.

Yes, sin is rising, and at an alarming rate, but this does not mean that the day of Christ 
is immediately upon us or that we can pinpoint the exact time of Christ’s arrival.
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II  essalonians 2:3 For that day shall not come, except there come a falling away ĕ rst.

Man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.

With all great movements of evil, which this ĕ nal apostasy from the faith will be, there 
needs to be a ĕ gurehead, someone for people to congregate around and who will vali-
date their sinful desires.  is someone is revealed in prophecy as the man of sin … the 
son of perdition.

He will possess no shame in rejecting the Godhead and divine law and shall assert 
himself as the new ruler of man. He is termed antichrist simply because he is the em-
bodiment of sin and against He who died to remove it from the world. Sin is descrip-
tive of his evil nature, and he shall seek to lead others to join him in embracing its full 
realization in their lives.

 e Anichrist’s war will not simply be directed at other governments but against heav-
en itself.

 e casualties of this coming prophetic conĘ ict will dwarf previous human wars, such 
as World War II, in which an estimated forty to ĕ  y million people died. So great, the 
Scriptures teach, will be death throughout the earth during this future time that unless 
the day is cut short, no human life will be saved.

Matthew 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no Ę esh be 
saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.

Yet it shall be because of the his appearance and rise in religious and governmental 
inĘ uence that Jesus Christ will be given the heavenly direction to return and assume 
His rightful position as God’s heir of all things.

 e appearance of the Antichrist and the calamity and treachery he shall bring to the 
world shall be met and supernaturally overthrown by the one sent by God to save the 
world.

Evil will not be allowed to conquer, simply because the God of the heavens, who is 
only good, will not let it.

Sin will be met with punishment, and unrighteousness will be replaced with justice, 
and this shall be accomplished by God’s Son.

Jesus Christ will assert heavenly power to eternally remove sin from the world and 
destroy its new human representative.
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II essalonians 2:4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God.

Here we see the hubris of this man of sin, as he will assume the position of God. In 
short, because of his jealousy of the one true God, he will allow no one but himself to 
be worshiped and followed.

In the Antichrist’s eyes, none are worthy of worship except for him, and he shall not 
tolerate any who reject his newly instituted religious system of government.

Practically there will exist, at least from an authoritative standpoint, only one religion, 
and the man of sin will oversee and enforce it as the new religion of this world.

 erefore, just as the shadows of the types of the Antichrist in the past sought to assert 
themselves above all that came before them, political and religious, so shall the man 
of sin do the same.

To set the general context of the man of sin’s place in biblical prophecy and how he 
shall precede the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is important to at least brieĘ y look 
at the four Gentile kingdoms Daniel prophesied would lead to His appearance.

In Daniel chapter 2 we have the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream, sym-
bolizing the great Gentile kingdoms that would arise, beginning with his own and 
ending with the man of sin’s universal dominance. 

Daniel 2:31–44 ou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. is great image, 
whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 
32 is image’s head was of ĕne gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his 
thighs of brass,33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 ou sawest till 
that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of 
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.35 en was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, 
and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer thresh-
ingĘoors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the 
stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and ĕlled the whole earth.36 is is 
the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 37 ou, O king, art a 
king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and 
glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the ĕeld and the fowls of 
the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. ou 
art this head of gold. 39 And aer thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and 
another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth 
kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 41 And where-
as thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the 
iron mixed with miry clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, 
so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest iron 
mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not 
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cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom 
shall not be le to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever.

From the fourth kingdom (Rome), which will have the strength of iron (v. 41), shall 
come a divided kingdom, represented by the feet and toes consisting of iron and clay, 
partly strong and partly weak.

Daniel chapter 7 relates his dream, in which the four kingdoms are represented by 
animals coming from the sea.

Daniel 7:1&2 In the ĕ rst year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and 
visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the mat-
ters. 2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 
of the heaven strove upon the great sea.

Daniel 7:3&4 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 
4  e ĕ rst was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were 
plucked, and it was li ed up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, 
and a man’s heart was given to it.

For simpliĕ cation’s sake, we will include from Benson’s Commentary the primary 
characteristics of these beasts, or kingdoms, that shall arise from the sea.

 מריתו
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Daniel 7:5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on 
one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said 
thus unto it, Arise, devour much Ę esh.

Daniel 7:6 A er this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back 
of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.
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Daniel 7:7&8 A er this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dread-
ful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from 
all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and, 
behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three 
of the ĕ rst horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.

We live in the time described in Daniel in which ten kings or kingdoms, correspond-
ing to the ten toes of the image, are not united until God’s will deems they should be.

We know from  essalonians that this time cannot come until the little horn, which 
has a mouth speaking great things, arises to preeminence in the church and the world 
to unite the earth against the Lord and against His Christ.

Daniel 7:9&10 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did 
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his 
throne was like the ĕ ery Ę ame, and his wheels as burning ĕ re. 10 A ĕ ery stream issued 
and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books 
were opened.
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Daniel 7:11–14 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn 
spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning Ę ame. 12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken 
away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 13 I saw in the night visions, 
and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

 e majority of Daniel’s prophecy has already been fulĕ lled. What he prophesied about 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece, and part of his prophecy of Rome’s dominance, is 
now recorded history. All that is le  is for the little horn with a mouth speaking great 
things, issuing forth from the fourth beast and the remnants of Rome’s inĘ uence, to 
exercise authority in the world. Again, this is represented by His legs of iron, his feet 
part of iron and part of clay (Daniel 2:33).

Daniel then goes on to wonder about the truth of the fourth beast, diverse and unique 
from the others, who made war with the saints and prevailed against them (v. 21).

Daniel 7:19–21  en I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse 
from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; 
which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; 20 And of the 
ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom 
three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, 
whose look was more stout than his fellows. 21 I beheld, and the same horn made war 
with the saints, and prevailed against them;
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When the fourth beast wars with the saints, God shall give the kingdom to the Son of 
man and His saints.

Daniel 7:22–27 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints 
of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 23  us he 
said,  e fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. 24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall 
arise: and another shall rise a er them; and he shall be diverse from the ĕ rst, and 
he shall subdue three kings. 25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: 
and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 
26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and 
to destroy it unto the end. 27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most 
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him.

 is last dominion, or last power, that shall exert itself over the world’s inhabitants shall 
devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces (v. 23).  e ten 
horns out of this kingdom are ten kings who will arise, and one will be more predominant 
than the others.  e little horn, the man of sin, will make war with the saints and prevail 
against them, ushering in the return of Christ: the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days (v. 13).  e Son of man will be given dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed (v. 14). 

With respect to this fourth kingdom sprouting from Rome, Albert Barnes’s Commen-
tary states, 

 לצד 
ρὸς

 e rebellion orchestrated by the little horn spoken of in Daniel will be a universal 
condemnation of God’s laws lead by him, the apostasy that began in Genesis with 
Adam and Eve departing from God’s Word shall be allowed to grow until it has en-
gulfed the entire world. 

Because a great majority of this world’s inhabitants shall freely and willingly join 
themselves to the man of sin and his rebellion against God, heaven, in the person of 
Jesus Christ, shall intervene one last time to deal with sin. 
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 e book of Revelation reveals other cataclysmic events that will transpire at this time. 
 ere will be a great tribulation, one the world has never seen before and will never see 
again. Yet a er a short period of three and a half years, Jesus will return to destroy the 
Antichrist and establish peace on earth.  e Lord shall overcome evil, and evil will no 
longer exist. Hence, with the removal of sin and all its ungodly proponents, harmony, 
peace, and unity, not only between God and man but between man and man, shall 
return, and all this shall be accomplished by the power given to the Son, enabling Him 
to rule all things according to God’s will.

II  essalonians 2:5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these 
things?

False prophets, unknown to most, have as their primary objective to bring doubt upon 
the true Word of God.  us, whenever those not led by the Holy Spirit make claims 
concerning the future of the world, or anything else for that matter, which do not 
come to pass, people are le  to wonder if any revelation said to come from God can be 
trusted. For this reason God’s Word reveals that we should try the spirits, or those who 
claim to be speaking by the Spirit, lest false prophecies and prophets are mistakenly 
thought to be true.

I John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

II  essalonians 2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in 
his time.

Much has been written about this verse, and much has been speculated about what 
power withholds the Antichrist’s arrival on the earth.  e simple answer is that it is 
God. Like with many things, the simplest explanation is o en the right one. So if the 
 essalonian believers were troubled about the many false and misleading prophecies 
of the day, they needed only to be reminded that the God of the heavens remains in 
control of coming world events.

Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth 
up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know under-
standing.



An Exposition of I & II  essalonians

11

II  essalonians 2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now 
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.

 e mystery of iniquity is a concealed force that seeks to promote sin and rebellion 
against God.

And though this force is not as widespread as it one day will be, the mystery of iniquity 
is at work today, leading people away from God and encouraging them to live their 
lives according to their own sinful and carnal desires and pattern themselves a er he 
who introduced sin in the world.

Ενεργειται,

II  essalonians 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

Regardless of whatever glory, power, and might the man of sin accumulates during his 
brief time of rulership, it shall be quickly dissolved when the Lord comes in the power 
and glory of the Father. Whatever delusions the Antichrist has tricked the world into 
believing concerning his authority to rule as God will also be exposed as a lie when 
the Son of man, Jesus Christ, returns to the earth.

 e Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness 
of his coming. In the end, the Word of God on the lips of the Son of God, accompanied 
by the brightness of His glory, shall consume and destroy the man of sin.

Christ, therefore, shall destroy with the brightness of His coming the one who de-
ceived a great part of this world.

It is worthy of note that Jesus is spoken of in Scripture as appearing in light, possessing 
a brilliant countenance likened to the sun.
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 is is the true image of the Son of God now, though sadly, most still only view the 
Lord Jesus as He was in His human form on the earth.

Revelation 1:13-16 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of 
man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle. 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes 
were as a Ę ame of ĕ re; 15 And his feet like unto ĕ ne brass, as if they burned in a fur-
nace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven 
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as 
the sun shineth in his strength.

II  essalonians 2:9 Even him, whose coming is a er the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders,

 e apostle informs the  essalonians that the man of sin’s coming is directly linked 
to Satan, and therefore he will have the same illusion of power. 

See, the devil has no inherent divine spiritual authority; thus, he must resort to decep-
tion and lies to maintain inĘ uence over man.

 e man of sin’s—Satan’s—progeny will do the same.  is son of perdition will possess 
only the illusion of power, signs, and wonders, yet the Spirit of Christ which lives in 
His people will prevent God’s elect from falling prey to his deceptions. 

Matthew 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very 
elect.
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