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e Word of the Lord

An Exposition of I & II essalonians

II essalonians 3:6-3:18

Scriptures

II  essalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and 
not a er the tradition which he received of us.

 ough the  essalonians were brethren, Paul and the other apostles with him main-
tained the spiritual right to command them regarding certain behaviors in the church.

Gi  ministries, like apostles and prophets, are placed by Christ. Because of this, they 
have been given divine authority by the Son of God to carry out God’s will when led 
by the Spirit of God.

It is thus both the right and responsibility for true ministries to come in God’s name, 
hold forth His Word, and reveal His will to man.  is is a heavenly charge and should 
not be taken lightly.

II Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long suff ering and doctrine.
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ἀκαίρως

Because gi  ministries have been called by Christ for ministry, they are given the spiri-
tual inspiration to speak for God when prompted by the Holy Spirit.

 e Greek word for command is #3853 paraggelló. HELPS Word-studies deĕ nes it 
as “properly, to charge, give a command that is fully authorized because it has gone 
through all the proper (necessary) channels. / God commands (3853 /paraggéllō) be-
lievers to act as He authorizes them through the revelation of faith (His inworked per-
suasions). Accordingly, 3853 (paraggéllō) and faith (4102 /pístis) are closely connected 
in the NT – see 1 Tim 1:2–4, 4:11,12, 5:7,8. / [3853 (paraggéllō) ‘originally meant to 
pass on or transmit; hence, used as a military term, of passing a watchword or com-
mand; and so generally to command.’”

No true servant of Jesus Christ would give a command in Christ’s name without ĕ rst 
being commanded by Him to do so.

For true servants, Christ’s will is always superior to their own, and the inĘ uence of the 
Spirit of the Lord is greater than human Ę esh.

Ultimately, God gives no man spiritual authority over another unless he is ĕ rst willing 
to subject himself to Christ’s Lordship.

 is ecclesiastical order encourages unity and harmony in the body of Christ and pro-
vides the means for spiritual growth.

Withdraw.  e Greek root word for withdraw is #4724 stello.  ayer’s Greek Lexicon 
deĕ nes it as “to remove oneself withdraw oneself to depart, followed by ἀπό with the 
genitive of the person, to abstain from familiar contact with one.”

 e  essalonians were commanded to avoid fellowship with those who were unruly 
and did not obey the spiritual doctrines given to them, those who had refused Paul’s 
apostolic authority and lived as they chose, and not as God willed.

HELPS Word-studies.  e Greek word for disorderly is #814 ataktós, deĕ ned as “prop-
erly, disorderly (‘breaking rank’); insubordinate to God’s Word and hence fruitless 
(unproductive) – because lacking proper order (discipline).”
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To walk disorderly does not mean to take a false step here and there. Instead, it is a 
consistent habit of breaking rank by not submitting to gospel instruction.

Rebels, or in this case, even slackers, should not be fellowshipped with because the 
Lord does not want their sinful behavior to act as leaven in a humble and holy group 
of saints.

Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

II  essalonians 3:7–9 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved 
not ourselves disorderly among you;
8 Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail 
night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:
9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to fol-
low us.

 ough Paul had the power and authority to demand that the  essalonians provide 
for his physical needs, he did not exercise this right.

Using the example of a laborer, Paul hoped to impart the idea that all true followers of 
Jesus Christ should work to give and not themselves be carried by others.

Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the 
weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive

It is important, if not critical, that those who call themselves Christians realize the 
importance of work. No Christian assembly should allow laziness or idleness.  is 
extends even to evangelism. However, many have taken the title of “Christian” yet 
choose to carry no weight whatsoever in advancing the gospel.

 e truth is that no man should think he has met the spiritual criteria of being a ser-
vant of Christ until he has labored not only to care for his own needs but also to help 
others as well.

 e law of Christ demands not only bearing one’s own burdens but also assisting with 
the burdens of others.

Jesus told His disciples that because they had been given freely to, they should do the 
same for others.

Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye 
have received, freely give.



 e Word of the Lord

4

II  essalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that 
if any would not work, neither should he eat.

 ere is no ambiguity in the apostle’s words here: the very clear and forceful command 
is, if any would not work or choosing not to, though physically able, neither should he 
eat.

Yet make no mistake about it; if men are unwilling to work to feed themselves or care 
for their own needs, there is little chance that they will exert the necessary faith, en-
ergy, and obedience to do God’s will, which is essential for obtaining His salvation.

All men have a degree of responsibility for their own salvation. And as Philippians 
exhorts believers, all should be willing to labor, especially in regards to their own 
salvation.

Philippians 2:12&13 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

 ough men are saved by grace and not by works, this does not imply that they carry 
no personal responsibility for salvation. Ultimately, God works in the called to do ac-
cording to His own good pleasure, inspiring them to pursue the narrow gate that leads 
to salvation. 

Matthew 7:13&14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that ĕ nd it.

Ultimately, it is the Lord Who works in His people to pursue spiritual things that will 
result in them ĕ nding both life and peace.

Romans 8:6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.

II  essalonians 3:11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disor-
derly, working not at all, but are busybodies.
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 e Word of God is very clear on how people are to conduct themselves in the Lord’s 
church: by working with their own hands and quietly going about their own aff airs 
and responsibilities.

I  essalonians 4:11 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and 
to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;

II  essalonians 3:12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.

 e command given to the  essalonian assembly, if any would not work, neither 
should he eat, is now directed toward the individual off enders.

It should be enough, therefore, for all Christians to be about their own business and 
prove their own work, as doing so leads to godly contentment and genuine spiritual 
happiness.

Galatians 6:4 But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing 
in himself alone, and not in another.

II  essalonians 3:13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.

 ere is hardly a more accurate representation of manifesting Jesus’s true heart than 
when His people do good in His name.  is behavior encapsulated the Savior’s earthly 
walk, and it should be reĘ ected in those saved by Him.

Acts. 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: 
who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God 
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was with him.

To do good should be the Christian’s main purpose in life, a heavenly charge that is 
abundant in scripture.

Yet, when men know to do good, but do it not, then as far as God is concerned, evil has 
been committed.  e absence of doing good therefore, when it is known it should be 
done, is viewed as nothing less than sin in God’s eyes.

James 4:17  erefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

Simply put, if a man does not seek to do good, it is impossible for him to walk in any 
real, true unity and fellowship with the Father or His Son, Jesus Christ.

II  essalonians 3:14 And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.

It is not wrong to note and mark as off enders those who break spiritual rank and think 
themselves above spiritual authority.
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If men then have chosen to be disobedient to God’s will for their life, then they should 
not be fellowshipped with.  is is the gospel’s command, and any who profess to fol-
low it, should obey its message. 

II  essalonians 3:15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

 is teaches us that there is a great diff erence between those who are weak in the faith 
and those who publicly break rank and, even when corrected, reject apostolic author-
ity.

Ultimately, men are known by their fruits and should be dealt with accordingly. Men’s 
actions reveal who they truly are, whether they are merely young in the gospel or have 
indeed set themselves against it.

II  essalonians 3:16 Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all 
means.  e Lord be with you all.

Here we have the apostle’s wish and prayer for the  essalonians, that the Lord of peace, 
Jesus Christ, would impart to them spiritual peace.

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

God ĕ lls His people’s hearts with peace, enabling them to continue doing His will in 
their lives. Consequently, at the core of every faithful Christian walk, God’s peace will 
be found.

At the same time, no man can remain faithful to God if divine peace is withdrawn. 
Because of this, when one is no longer strengthened supernaturally by God, all desire 
and energy to do His will is lost.  us, without the Lord’s own presence in the saved, 
they could never remain faithful to Him.
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 e Lord be with you all. It is spiritually necessary for those called to heaven through 
God’s Son to depend on Christ’s presence in their lives. By committing our burdens to 
the Lord—those things we could never accomplish on our own—our plans and hopes 
for the future have the hope of being fulĕ lled.

Proverbs 16:3 Commit thy works unto the L, and thy thoughts shall be established.

II  essalonians 3:17  e salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token 
in every epistle: so I write.

Paul’s epistles were personal letters to communities of believers.  ese epistles, thir-
teen or perhaps fourteen (including Hebrews) in number, were later made part of 
Christ’s doctrine for the Christian church. Because they came from Paul’s own hand, 
they had the proper spiritual authority to be received as revelation from Jesus Christ.

Ultimately, it was Jesus Christ who taught Paul, and Paul who communicated this 
revelation to the  essalonians.

What is true concerning Galatians is also true of Paul’s other letters to early Christians.

Galatians. 1:11&12 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of 
me is not a er man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.

II  essalonians 3:18  e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

 e grace spoken of is that grace and favor that comes from God and has its source in 
His Son.

John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

True Christianity is a religion of divine favor, spiritual gi s, and heavenly blessings. 
 ese realities become available through exposure to and belief in the Son of God. It is 
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He Who reveals the true nature of heaven, and He Who, through the sacriĕ ce of His 
own life, provides a path for sinners to be accepted by God.

I Peter 3:18 For Christ also hath once suff ered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the Ę esh, but quickened by the Spirit:

It is reasonable, then, that since Jesus died for us and continues to strengthen us while 
on this earth, we should live for Him. Since Christ has brought us to God, then it is 
only ĕ tting that we should live the remainder of our earthly lives for Him.

II Corinthians 5:15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.
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