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e Word of the Lord

An Exposition of I & II essalonians

I essalonians 3:9-4:6

Scriptures

I  essalonians 3:9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy 
wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God;

Joy, spiritual joy, of which there is no other kind, is directly linked to the heavenly 
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 

It is properly referred to as a fruit of the Spirit, which means it has its source in God 
and the higher spiritual realm.

With respect to the Father, the scriptures state:

Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope  ll you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

In respect to the Son of God, the scriptures state:

John 15:11  ese things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and 
that your joy might be full.

What allows a believer access to the spiritual joy that Christ speaks of is union with 
both the Father and Son.  is union from which joy springs is by the believer abiding 
in Christ commandments.

Hence, as men keep Christ’s commandments, which is proof of their love for the sav-
ior, His own spiritual joy will  ll them.

Rejoicing also, as seen here with Paul in regard to the  essalonians, will be experi-
enced when those called by Christ respond to His call and then become spiritually 
joined to the heavenly Father through the Son.

Not only on earth but also in heaven there is great rejoicing when sinners repent of 
sin and turn to God.

Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that re-
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penteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

I  essalonians 3:10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, 
and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?

Having been blessed by what he had heard concerning the  essalonians’ adherence 
to the gospel, the apostle now prays to God that he could again see them face to face. 
His purpose for personal contact was so that he might contribute even more fully to 
what may be lacking in their faith.

As with Romans, Paul felt he could impart some spiritual gi  that would strengthen 
and con  rm the  essalonians’ spiritual walk (Romans 1:11).

A study of Paul’s prayers also reveals that he did not pray for so many things as believ-
ers do today. He did not pray for his own wealth, abundance, success, or well-being; 
rather, his prayers centered on the greater realities of the Christian life.

What Paul prayed for in regard to the  essalonians, as with the Corinthians, was that 
he might add and contribute to their most holy of possessions, their response to God’s 
call to them through Christ. 

I Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

 rough faith they had been reconciled to God and by faith they had become God’s 
sons.

It is also only as men advance in those things lacking in their faith that they can be-
come more spiritually whole and a blessing to others. All believers, regardless of their 
years in ministry, have areas of spiritual lack. For this de  ciency it takes Christ’s min-
isters, and the Spirit of God they are led by, through more speci  c spiritual instruction 
to establish saints in Christ.

A reoccurring theme also seen in Paul’s letter to the  essalonians is that though they 
possessed many divine qualities, still the apostle encouraged them that more spiritual 
growth was necessary. 
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 is was true of love, their pleasing God, holiness of life, and their walking worthy 
of God, as well as an exhortation for them to possess greater watchfulness regarding 
Christ’s return.

 is teaches us that as far as putting on the new man, that spiritual man produced 
when God imparts His own spiritual nature in men, there is always room for growth.

No matter then the sincerity of our love and/or faith—still there is opportunity to be 
transformed more into the image of God’s Son.

Galations 4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be 
formed in you.

Once a man is born again of incorruptible seed and has received as a gi  from God, 
God’s own nature, then the next step is to put on and walk in this nature.

 us, by men receiving the Spirit of God into their hearts, sinners can be transformed 
into the image of God’s Son.  is new spiritual man contains a totally new heart, one 
devoted to God and to His kingdom.

I  essalonians 3:11 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, di-
rect our way unto you.

True ministers can do nothing more or less than the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
permit. Hence, without both God’s direction and a spiritual door opened by God, 
those called to serve the Lord’s people cannot move unless directed by the Holy Spirit 
to do so.

Before the feet can walk the heart must be spoken to.

Consider as well that either entertaining a double mind or a doubting mind is sin.  is 
is also why not until there is revelation from the Lord can true faith in God begin to 
sprout. Simply because to truly navigate by faith, it is essential that God  rst speaks.

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Apart from hearing from God and receiving direct revelation from Him, all that men 
can do on their own is move and make decisions according to their own human minds. 
Which is understandably the complete opposite of what true faith really is.

Proverbs 28:26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, 
he shall be delivered.
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To walk by faith therefore demands that a man can do nothing, especially in regard to 
ministerial service, unless it is God Who directs his steps.

Jeremiah 10:23 O L, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps.

I  essalonians 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one to-
ward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:

It is the Lord who produces the increase of love in His people.

Love is also one of the two divine qualities that the apostle initially praised the  es-
salonians for possessing in chapter one. 

I  essalonians 1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of 
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father. 

 is teaches us that in true Christianity, a man’s faith and his love are two great evi-
dences of religious piety.  is is because it is not merely biblical knowledge that proves 
a man a true Christian, nor his religious tradition, but only sincere faith and love, 
produced also through the in  uence of the Holy Spirit.

By these fruits of the spirit, we can know that people possess genuine fellowship with 
both the Father and the Son.

It is also faith, love, and a good conscience that are the purposed end to God’s com-
mandments.

I Timothy 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of 
a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned.

Ultimately, faith, love, and hope form the core of all true Christianity, of which love is 
singled out in the Scriptures as the greatest and most enduring of the three.

I Corinthians 13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest 
of these is charity.

Love is the greatest, simply because love will never vanish away (I Corinthians 13:8).

Love is eternal, even as love is what God is.

 us, since love is that which forms God’s holy character, it cannot pass away as faith 
and hope must practically do.
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If men do not possess God’s love, then we know that they are not yet Christian and 
still abide in death.

 e Son of God also, because He both sees and searches the hearts of men, knows 
where genuine love exists and where it does not.  us, though men may deceive other 
men in regard to whether they sincerely love or not, they cannot deceive Christ.

John 5:42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you.

Consider as well that if a man lacks love and/or charity in his heart and life, his entire 
religion (and even himself, though perhaps viewed as acceptable in the world) is ac-
counted by God to be nothing.

I Corinthians 13:2 And though I have the gi  of prophecy, and understand all myster-
ies, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing.

It is not possessing the gi  of prophecy, or grasping divine mysteries, or the accumula-
tion of all knowledge, or even faith that produces true piety.  is is accomplished only 
by love, that heavenly love that is representative of God’s own nature.

I  essalonians 3:13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

It is love that covers a multitude of sins and love that will give a man boldness when 
Christ returns in the glory of the Father.

It is for this reason the apostle encourages the  essalonians to increase and abound 
in love, simply because it would establish their hearts unblamable at Christ’s return.
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If they pursued love and genuinely sought to walk in it, then they would have ful  lled 
all of God’s will for their lives and would sense no reason to be either ashamed or 
afraid at Christ’s coming.

Romans 13:10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the ful  lling of 
the law.

Ultimately, love is that divine fruit that ful  lls God’s law for man and prepares him to 
stand before Christ blameless.

It is love that tends toward holiness, and holiness that shall prevent a man from trem-
bling when exposed to God’s wrath at the day of judgment.

I John 4:16-18 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. ⁷Herein is our 
love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he 
is, so are we in this world. ⁸ ere is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: 
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

Any then who love both God and those born of God have no reason to fear in the day 
of Christ’s judgment.

It is when believers are truly walking in God’s love that all fear of God is removed.

Knowing they have kept God’s commandment to love gives men great con  dence that 
they will be joyfully received by the Lord. 
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Fear also—and we speak not of godly fear but only that frightening fear in which sin-
ners are afraid of God’s judgment—is that which reveals the fact that love is still lack-
ing in the human heart.

I  essalonians 4:1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 
Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so 
ye would abound more and more.

True piety demands that men do more than simply hear God’s Word but also walk 
obediently in it. 

James 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves.

It is the walk of the Christian and not simply what he has heard that produces a life 
pleasing to the Lord.

Hearing by itself means nothing if the truth heard is not obeyed. 

Hence, it is not simply a man’s faith that pleases God but also his walk, through which 
the sincerity of his faith is proven.

I  essalonians 4:2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.

 e commandments that Paul had previously delivered to the  essalonians came by 
the authority of the Lord Jesus.

It was Christ who  rst commissioned Paul for service to Himself and Christ who con-
tinued to give Paul direction as to how those called to Himself were to conduct their 
lives.
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I  essalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sancti  cation, that ye should 
abstain from fornication:

If a man desires a true place in heaven, he must pursue holiness and sancti  cation 
while on this earth. What a man does in his body also directly aff ects his sancti  cation.

It is God’s will that the believer, in order that he may progress in sancti  cation, abstain 
from fornication. No true Christian also should be so foolish to infer that he can com-
mit fornication and at the same time pursue holiness of life. Simply because how men 
live, either carnally or spiritually, greatly aff ects their holiness.

When men commit fornication, as the scripture clearly reveals, they sin against them-
selves.

I Corinthians 6:18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; 
but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.

I  essalonians 4:4  at every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 
sancti  cation and honour;

 ere is a way in which a man controls his body that tends towards sancti  cation and 
honor.  is is when it is not carnal lusts that govern the soul but the Holy Spirit.

Whatever nature also rules men, whether it be their  esh or their spirit, reveals the 
nature they are subject to.

Suffi  ce to say that if it is the  esh that leads sinners, and especially so sexually, then it 
is the  esh also that controls them.

Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his 
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?

Practically speaking, if the body has no constraints and is allowed to satisfy itself as 
it fully desires, then it is impossible for any true divinity or holiness to be walked in.
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It goes without saying that those who live in sin and practice it regulary are not saved 
by God.

I  essalonians 4:5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know 
not God:

It is those who know not God, even if they profess to be of God, who allow the  esh to 
govern them.

Jude 1:19  ese be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.

When men know not God, they pursue things only of the  esh.

If they continue in these sins, they will assure themselves that they will never see God 
or gain entrance into heaven.

Without Christ cleansing the sinner, the door to heaven would remain locked to all 
men.

Sin is against God’s nature; thus, none should willfully commit it and think that an 
eternal place with God will be found.

I  essalonians 4:6  at no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: 
because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and 
testi  ed.

 e matter referred to, committing fornication, is likened to defrauding another. To 
then cheat, take advantage of, and commit fornication is not only to sin against oneself 
but also, as the scriptures reveal here, is to commit sin against another. 

Because that the Lord is the avenger of all such.  e Lord rules His church, and this is 
never more evident than when punishment is brought against those who sin in it.

 at the Lord is an avenger means that He will both respond to and deal with sins like 
fornication when they are committed in His body.

Fornication is therefore such a sin, that it will entreat God to deal with it directly. Such 
destain does the Lord have for sins like this in His church, that heavenly judgement is 
promised for any and all who commit it.


