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I �essalonians 4:7–13

1  Rom. 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.
II Cor. 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
Gal. 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.
Gal. 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the �esh, 
but by love serve one another.
2  John 8:36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
3 Rev. 22:3–4 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 
servants shall serve him: 4And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.
4 II Sam. 14:24 And the king said, Let him turn to his own house, and let him not see my face. So Absalom 
returned to his own house, and saw not the king’s face.
5 Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
6 Zec. 14:20 In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, Holiness Unto The Lord; and the pots 
in the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar.
7 I John 3:2–3 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3And every man that 
hath this hope in him puri�eth himself, even as he is pure.
Eph. 5:5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
8 Heb. 12:16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright.
9 I �ess. 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sancti�cation, that ye should abstain from fornication:
10 Matt. 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Rev. 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

I �essalonians 4:7 For God hath not 
called us unto uncleanness, but unto ho-
liness.

While it is true Christians are called 
to liberty,1 they are also called to 

holiness. �us, it is a great distortion to 
infer that Christ gives2 anyone the right 
to sin—that grace covers a carnal and 
sensual life, and that holiness is not need-
ed to be pursued; and men can be saved 
without it. �is is of course not true, since 
God has declared that without holiness, 
no man shall see the Lord. Follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14).

(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary, 
Heb. 12:14) no man shall see the Lord—no 
man as a son; in heavenly glory (Re 22:3, 4).3 
In the East, none but the greatest favorites 
are admitted to the honor of seeing the king 
(compare 2Sa 14:24).4 �e Lord being pure 
and holy, none but the pure and holy shall 
see Him (Mt 5:8).5 Without holiness in them, 
they could not enjoy Him who is holiness 
itself (Zec 14:20).6 �e connection of purity 
with seeing the Lord, appears in 1Jo 3:2, 3; 
Eph 5:5.7 Contrast Heb 12:168 (compare 1� 
4:3).9 In Mt 24:30; Re 1:7,10 it is said that all 
shall see the Lord; but, that shall be as a Judge, 
not as their lasting portion and God, which is 
meant here. �e Greek verb does not denote 
the mere action of seeing, but the seer’s state 
of mind to which the object is presented: so 
in Mt 5:8 they shall truly comprehend God 
[Tittmann]. None but the holy could appre-
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ciate the holy God, none else therefore shall 
abide in His presence.

It is a great perversion of the truth, where 
Christ’s redemptive work is used as a spir-
itual excuse by sinners, to remain living in 
uncleanliness. For, brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty; only use not liberty for 
an occasion to the �esh, but by love serve 
one another (Gal. 5:13).

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
Gal. 5:13) An occasion to the �esh.—Do not, 
under the name “liberty,” give way to sen-
sual excesses.

***

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Gal. 5:13) Only 
use not liberty . . . �e idea is, “You are called 
to liberty, but it is not liberty for an occasion 
to the �esh. It is not freedom from virtuous 
restraints, and from the laws of God. It is 
liberty from the servitude of sin, and reli-
gious rites and ceremonies, not freedom 
from the necessary restraints of virtue.” It 
was necessary to give this caution, because:

(1) �ere was a strong tendency in all con-
verts from paganism to relapse again into 
their former habits. Licentiousness abound-
ed, and where they had been addicted to it 
before their conversion, and where they were 
surrounded by it on every hand, they were 
in constant danger of falling into it again. A 
bare and naked declaration, therefore, that 
they had been called to liberty, to freedom 
from restraint, might have been misunder-
stood, and some might have supposed that 
they were free from all restraints.

(2) it is needful to guard the doctrine from 
abuse at all times. �ere has been a strong 
tendency, as the history of the church has 
shown, to abuse the doctrine of grace. �e 
doctrine that Christians are “free;” that there 
is liberty to them from restraint, has been 
perverted always by Antinomians, and been 
made the occasion of their indulging freely 
in sin. And the result has shown that noth-
ing was more important than to guard the 

11  I Pet. 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
12  Strong’s Concordance, #114

doctrine of Christian liberty, and to show 
exactly what Christians are freed from, and 
what laws are still binding on them. Paul 
is, therefore, at great pains to show that the 
doctrines which he had maintained did not 
lead to licentiousness, and did not allow the 
indulgence of sinful and corrupt passions.

I �essalonians 4:8 He therefore that de-
spiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who 
hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.

No one can spurn God’s spiritual com-
mand that His people should be holy,11 
without at the same time showing con-
tempt for the Lord Himself. �e Greek 
word for despise is atheteó, “to do away 
with what has been laid down, set aside.” 
Its usage is “I annul, make of no e�ect, set 
aside, ignore, slight; I break faith with.”12 
If a man sets aside that which has its or-
igin in God, then he both ignores and 
sets aside God Himself. Consequent-
ly, no man should think that he can set 
aside, ignore, and make of no e�ect God’s 
commandments, and not in the process 
despise the Lord Who sent them. �is is 
undoubtedly true in regards to abstaining 
from sexual immorality.

I �essalonians 4:9 But as touching broth-
erly love ye need not that I write unto you: 
for ye yourselves are taught of God to love 
one another.

�e apostle transitions from one of the 
strongest desires of the �esh, fornication, 
to the strongest evidence of the Spirit: 
love. Here Paul again takes up the impor-
tance of pursuing love. God had taught 
the �essalonians to love, and the fact that 
they possessed it proved their obedience 
to the gospel. Because God had inspired 
these early Christians to love, it became 
unnecessary for Paul to teach it again. 
Instead, he encouraged them to increase 
in manifesting this divine and holy fruit 
in their lives.
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(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
I �ess. 4:9) Ye need not.—A sweet rhetor-
ical �gure, by which men are encouraged to 
the performance of a duty in which they are 
not perfect, by the praising of their imper-
fect attempts: a specimen of that “courtesy” 
which is a part of “brotherly love.”

�ere is no greater evidence that men 
and women have been taught by God 
than when love manifests itself in their 
lives. By love Jesus said men would know 
who were His true disciples,13 and by love 
we can know if a man has passed from 
death unto life.14 Love is therefore one of 
the great indicators of true Christianity, 
and if a man does not possess God’s love, 
he should not assume himself Christian 
at all. By abiding in God’s love, believers 
are assured that they are no longer born 
simply of this world but have now passed 
from death unto life. Love is also that di-
vine quality that proves a man genuinely 
knows God and has had personal contact 
and relationship with Him. Beloved, let 
us love one another: for love is of God; and 
every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God (I John 4:7). �e contrast 
to holding sincere and genuine love for 
God and His people, is when men love the 
world, which is ultimately connected to 
a love of self. Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him (I John 2:15).

(Benson Commentary, I John 2:15) If any 
man love the world—Esteem, desire, or pur-
sue it, or any thing in it, inordinately, so as 
to place his happiness in the enjoyment of it; 
the love of the Father is not in him . . .

Practically, love for the world and love for 
God cannot coexist. If the world is loved, 

13  John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
14  I John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death.
15  I John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God.
16  John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, �at ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another.

God will not be. If God is embraced and 
cherished, the world cannot be. �us, for 
every man there will be one great choice 
in his life: will he love a holy God, or will 
he love a carnal and �eshly world, com-
pletely contrary to Him? 

I �essalonians 4:10 And indeed ye do it 
toward all the brethren which are in all 
Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, 
that ye increase more and more;

�e exhortation by the apostle to the 
�essalonians is that though they had 
been taught of God to love, still they were 
to seek to increase in it more. Love is 
such a high spiritual quality that there 
always remains opportunity to grow in 
it more. �e more believers also are led 
by God’s holy and divine Spirit, the more 
they will practically manifest divine love 
in their lives.

(Matthew Poole’s Commentary, I �ess. 
4:10) Neither love, nor any other grace, is 
made perfect at once; even those that are 
taught of God.

To pursue love and seek to increase in it, is 
to pursue the very nature that God is.15 No 
sincere Christian also could properly say 
that he has loved to the great extent that 
Jesus Christ has commanded all Chris-
tians to love, which is as He loved.16 

I �essalonians 4:11 And that ye study 
to be quiet, and to do your own business, 
and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you;

God’s will for those saved by Him is 
to study to be quiet and do their own 
business. Meddling in others’ a�airs is 
the complete opposite of love. �ere is 
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enough spiritual improvement that needs 
done in our own lives without adding on 
excessive time given to discover and point 
out the perceived faults in others. �ere is 
also enough lack in our own faith without 
looking for de�ciencies in others. �us, to 
truly pursue God’s love, meddling,17 quar-
reling, and being a busy body18 should 
be, and must be, avoided. Not doing this 
reveals not the faults of others but rather 
only that fault which lies within ourselves. 
For he who looks for and seeks to expose 
sins in other men, actually reveals that he 
walks carnally himself. To also be overly 
consumed with other men’s shortcomings, 
or at least perceived ones, reveals that we 
think ourselves free from any. �us, for 
the true Christian, life should consist of 
seeking to live a quiet and peaceful life 
wherein the main emphasis is doing one’s 
own business and working with one’s own 
hands, and therefore not meddling in the 
business and a�airs of others.

(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commen-
tary, I �ess. 4:11) study to be quiet—Greek, 

“make it your ambition to be quiet, and to do 
your own business.” In direct contrast to the 
world’s ambition, which is, “to make a great 
stir,” and “to be busybodies” . . .

***

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
I �ess. 4:11) Do your own business.—Not 
merely was each individual to do his own 
work, but the whole Church was to refrain 
from interfering ostentatiously with oth-
er Churches.

17   Prov. 20:3 It is an honour for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling.
18   I Tim. 5:13 And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, 
but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.
19  Rom. 10:3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
20  Rom. 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
21  I Cor. 10:1–5 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea; 3And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of 
that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5But with many of them God was not well 
pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
22  I Cor. 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gi�s, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.
23  II Cor. 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.

I �essalonians 4:12 �at ye may walk 
honestly toward them that are without, 
and that ye may have lack of nothing.

When believers tend to their own a�airs 
and work with their own hands, and walk 
honestly toward those who are without, 
God’s promise is, that they will live with-
out lack. Hence, by pursuing love, fo-
cusing on our own spiritual growth, and 
living respectfully with other men, the 
Lord’s promise is that we will su�er no 
lack in our own life. Instructing us that 
how people conduct themselves among 
their fellow men, both in and outside of 
the church, will greatly a�ect how God 
cares for them.

I �essalonians 4:13 But I would not have 
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.

But I would not have you to be ignorant. 
�e Bible speaks of many things of which 
men can be ignorant: the Lord’s righ-
teousness,19 the mystery of Israel’s rejec-
tion until God’s appointed time for their 
restoration,20 the reality that many are 
called but few are chosen,21 the gi�s of 
the Spirit,22 Satan’s devices,23 and here, 
God’s glorious hope. �e language Paul 
uses in his instruction to the �essalo-
nians, that they should sorrow not, even 
as others which have no hope, is strong 
so that his point may be made perfectly 
clear, that the future of an unsaved man 
is vastly di�erent than that of a saved one. 
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For Christians there is realistic, sure, and 
promised hope a�er death, but for those 
who have no true relationship with the 
Son of God, there is nothing of the sort. 
�is truth was evidenced when the two 
thieves were cruci�ed with Jesus on the 
cross, and one was saved, but the other 
was not.24 Hence, two men can die at the 
very same time, at the very same place, 
and in the exact same manner, yet explic-
itly have two totally di�erent futures. For 
this reason Christians should not grieve 
as do non-Christians, to whom natural 
death brings much sorrow, which can-
not be avoided. �is is because for those 
who have true sincere relationship and 
connection to God’s second Adam, Je-
sus Christ, now possess His eternal life. 
For Christians, though the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. �erefore, if a man has 
Christ in him,25 though his physical body 
is destined for death because of sin,26 his 
spirit will live because of righteousness. 
Because the Spirit is of God27 and because 
the Spirit is a�er God,28 then it will live 
beyond the death of the body. Hence, if 
the Spirit of God lives within us, God’s 
life will forever manifest itself through 
us. And just as the body is dead because 
of sin, so is the Spirit life because of righ-

24  Luke 23:39–43 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us. 40But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art 
in the same condemnation? 41And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man 
hath done nothing amiss. 42And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 
43And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.
25  Col. 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
26  Heb. 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but a�er this the judgment:
27  Jdg. 3:10 And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel, and went out to war: and the 
Lord delivered Chushanrishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed against 
Chushanrishathaim.
Jdg. 6:34 But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered 
a�er him.
II Sam. 23:2 �e Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.
28  Eph. 4:24 And that ye put on the new man, which a�er God is created in righteousness and true holiness.
29  Gen. 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast 
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
Eccl. 3:20 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
30  Gen. 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.
31  Eccl. 12:7 �en shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

teousness. And if Christ be in you, the body 
is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness (Rom. 8:10).

(Benson Commentary, Rom. 8:10–11) And if 
Christ be in you—Namely, by his Spirit dwell-
ing in you: where the Spirit of Christ is, there 
is Christ: the body is dead—tο μεν σωμα 
νεκρον, the body indeed is dead, devoted to 
death; for our belonging to Christ, or having 
Christ in us, does not exempt the body from 
undergoing the sentence of death passed on 
all mankind; because of sin—Heretofore 
committed; especially the sin of Adam, by 
which death entered into the world, and the 
sinful nature derived from him; but the Spirit 
is life—�e soul is quickened and made alive 
to God; and shall, a�er the death of the body, 
continue living, active, and happy;

Whether or not a man’s soul continues 
to live a�er his physical body dies rests 
upon whether or not he possesses the 
Spirit of righteousness. It is this righteous 
Holy Spirit that provides for eternal life, 
without which men can expect only death. 
�us though the natural body must return 
to the dust29 from which it was made,30 
the spirit is said to return to God, be-
cause its source is God.31 Each world, the 
natural and the spiritual, consists of two 
completely di�erent materials. Because 
of this, the natural body, whether alive 
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or dead, cannot without transformation32 
enter the higher spiritual realm, which is 
God’s habitation. For this reason, to save 
a man from death, Christ must impart to 
him a new spiritual nature that is suited 
for habitation in the heavens—a nature 
higher than that �eshly nature passed on 
from Adam. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. (I Cor. 
15:22) �e contrasting forms of life, both 
natural and spiritual, are detailed in the 
book of First Corinthians.

I Corinthians 15:45 And so it is written, 
�e �rst man Adam was made a living 
soul; the last Adam was made a quick-
ening spirit.

From the �rst Adam sinners have derived 
their natural, physical, and carnal nature. 
From the last Adam, Jesus Christ, God has 
made it available to possess a new holy 
and spiritual nature, which gives hope of 
eternal life. �is life is not natural; rather, 
it is spiritual and descends from above. 
Its source is God; its sender is the Son of 
God.33 �ose of the last Adam, who have 
been born again, or born from above,34 
are made living spirits by Christ. �us, 

32  I Cor. 15:48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly.
33  Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 
until ye be endued with power from on high.
John 14:16–17 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; 17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
34 I Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.
35 John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.
John 5:21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.
36  Heb. 2:13 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath 
given me.
37  I Cor. 15:45 And so it is written, �e �rst man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made 
a quickening spirit.
38  Eph. 5:32 �is is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

just as the �rst Adam genetically passed 
natural life to his progeny, so does Jesus 
Christ, the second Adam, impart eternal 
and spiritual life35 to His descendants.36 
�e nature derived from Adam was pur-
posed for soul life, purposed for the earth 
and earthly habitation. �e eternal nature 
made available through God’s second 
Adam, Jesus Christ, is spiritual and pur-
posed for heavenly habitation. �us, just 
as Adam was made a living soul at his 
creation, so was Christ revealed to be liv-
ing Spirit a�er His resurrection.37 Hence, 
the heavenly nature that Jesus Christ 
imparts to those born of God, through 
faith in Himself, is the same spiritual life 
that animated Christ’s own body at His 
resurrection.

(Benson Commentary, I Cor. 15:45) Christ 
is called Adam, because believers receive 
their sancti�ed, spiritual nature, and their 
immortal bodies, from him, (see Ephesians 
5:32,)38 just as mankind have derived their 
corrupted nature and mortal bodies from 
the �rst Adam. 

I Corinthians 15:46 Howbeit that was 
not �rst which is spiritual, but that which 
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is natural; and a�erward that which is 
spiritual.

Adam’s creation by God was a natural one. 
All the elements used in Adam’s bodily 
formation came from this world and the 
natural realm. Adam was the �rst of an 
earthly race of men who would populate 
and expand over a physical and organic 
world. �e Lord prepared a bountiful 
earthly garden for Adam’s residence,39 
which He purposed for his blessing and 
sustained physical life. Hence, just as 
Adam was the �rst of all born of the �esh, 
so is Jesus Christ the spiritual �rst, and 
Head of all those born of the Spirit.40

I Corinthians 15:47 �e �rst man is of 
the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.

Adam’s body was comprised of the earth, 
from the dust and matter that made it 
up;41 in contrast, the second Adam, Jesus 
Christ’s origination, is said to be from 
above and from the higher spiritual realm 
of heaven.42 Jesus’ words to the Pharisees 
who did not believe He was the Son of 

39  Gen. 2:8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he 
had formed.
Gen. 2:15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
40  Eph. 1:22-23 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, 23Which is his body, the fulness of him that �lleth all in all.
Eph. 4:15-16 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 16From whom the whole body �tly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the e�ectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying 
of itself in love.
Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the �rstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preeminence.
41  Gen. 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast 
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
42  John 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son 
of man which is in heaven.
John 6:38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
43 I Cor. 15:50 Now this I say, brethren, that �esh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption.
44  John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.
John 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
45  John 3:5–6 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6�at which is born of the �esh is �esh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.
46  I Pet. 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever.

God reveal the great gulf that lies between 
the natural realm and the higher spir-
itual realm. �en said Jesus again unto 
them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, 
and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye 
cannot come. �en said the Jews, Will he 
kill himself? because he saith, Whither 
I go, ye cannot come. And he said unto 
them, Ye are from beneath; I am from 
above: ye are of this world; I am not of 
this world (John 8:21–23). �e reason 
Jesus said that those who did not believe 
on Him could not go where He was soon 
to depart to, was because their only life 
was from below, thus of the earth. �ey 
were natural in origin, and as such they 
were not suited for eternal and heavenly 
habitation. �is is true for all those born 
merely of �esh and blood. For he who is 
born only of the �esh, is unable, and will 
be restricted from entering the kingdom 
of God.43 �is is why that it is not until a 
man is born again,44 born of the Spirit45 
and born from above, that there exits true 
hope for entering into heaven. Since Jesus 
instructed Nicodemus that for a man to 
enter the higher, holy and spiritual realm 
of God, he must �rst be born again,46 that 



95

I �essalonians 4:7–13

is, born of the Spirit, and born of the ac-
tual holy and divine nature that God is.47 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God (John 3:3). 

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, John 3:3) Except a 
man—�is is a universal form of expression 
designed to include all mankind. Of “each 
and every man” it is certain that unless he 
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. It includes, therefore, men of every 
character and rank, and nation, moral and 
immoral, rich and poor, in o�ce and out 
of o�ce, old and young, bond and free, the 
slave and his master, Jew and Gentile. It is 
clear that our Saviour intended to convey to 
Nicodemus the idea, also, that “he” must be 
born again. It was not su�cient to be a Jew, 
or to acknowledge him to be a teacher sent 
by God that is, the Messiah; it was necessary, 
in addition to this, to experience in his own 
soul that great change called the “new birth” 
or regeneration. …

�e kingdom of God—Either in this world 
or in that which is to come—that is, heaven. 
See the notes at Matthew 3:2.48 �e meaning 
is, that the kingdom which Jesus was about 
to set up was so pure and holy that it was 
indispensable that every man should expe-
rience this change, or he could not partake 
of its blessings. �is is solemnly declared by 
the Son of God by an a�rmation equivalent 
to an oath, and there can be no possibility, 
therefore, of entering heaven without ex-
periencing the change which the Saviour 
contemplated by the “new birth.”

I Corinthians 15:48 As is the earthy, such 
are they also that are earthy: and as is 
the heavenly, such are they also that are 
heavenly.

47 John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
48 Matt. 3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
49  Col. 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
50  II Cor 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the �rstborn of every creature:

Just as believers must share in the weak-
ness, de�ciencies, and death of the �rst 
man, Adam, likewise they are promised 
to share just as equally in the glory of the 
second Adam, Jesus Christ.49 �e connec-
tion to the second Adam, Jesus Christ, is 
not less than the connection to the �rst 
man, Adam. �erefore, just as certainly as 
men must physically die because of their 
relationship to the �rst man, so too does 
the same certainty exist of believers shar-
ing eternal life with Jesus Christ, God’s 
second Adam.

I Corinthians 15:49 And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly.

In all ways, those born of the �rst Adam 
have been made to share in his �eshly im-
age and earthly destiny. Equally true, and 
just as certain, is that those born of God’s 
second Adam, Jesus Christ, will share in 
His heavenly image and eternal destiny. 

�e Greek word for image is eikṓn. �e 
word means not merely “resembles” but 
rather a “replication.”

(HELPS Word-studies, #1504) eikṓn 
(from 1503 /eíkō, “be like”)—properly, 

“mirror-like representation,” referring to 
what is very close in resemblance (like a 

“high-de�nition” projection, as de�ned by the 
context). Image (1504 /eikṓn) then exactly 
re�ects its source (what it directly corre-
sponds to). For example, Christ is the very 
image (1504 /eikṓn, supreme expression) 
of the Godhead (see 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:1550).

“1504 (eikṓn) assumes a prototype, of which 
it not merely resembles, but from which it 
is drawn” (R. Trench). 1504 (eikṓn) then is 
more than a “shadow”; rather it is a repli-
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cation (F. F. Bruce, Hebrews, 226; see also 
Lightfoot at Col 3:10 and 2:21).

Natural men are the same as their fore-
father, earthly Adam, not only on the 
outside but also in their inner being, 
where sin lives.51 What natural and earth-
ly Adam was, those born of him share 
in completeness and totality. �is same 
principle also holds true if a man is born 
again through Christ. Because Christ is 
a living Spirit and has life within Himself, 
He passes a portion of that which He is52 
to those who believe upon Him. �is will 

51  Eccl. 9:3 �is is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: 
yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and a�er 
that they go to the dead.
Jer. 17:9 �e heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Matt. 15:18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they de�le the man.
52  II Cor. 5:17 �erefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new.

eventually end in being transformed into 
the same image as the Savior. Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is. (I John 3:2) 
For those then born of God through the 
Savior, God’s promise is that they shall 
one day be made to share in Christ’s own 
holy image. Because they have been given 
the nature of Christ, there is now hope of 
one day being transformed into Christ’s 
own heavenly image.


