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Born of God

An Exposition of I John

I John 2:19-24

Scriptures

I John 2:19  ey went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be 
made manifest that they were not all of us.

T went out from us, but they were not [ever] of us.

John’s words prove that those who depart from the faith were never really of it.

Apostates can and will remain with true believers for a time, but there will come a time 
when their false professions of faith become manifest.

Impure motives are not enough to keep men faithful to religion for their entire lives.

Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

Even a small amount of religious hypocrisy will aff ect the growth of a true Christian 
assembly. Because the Lord allows the departure of those who once called themselves 
Christians, the in  uence they once had, or could have had, in the true church of Christ 
is greatly diminished.

When men depart from Christ, Whom they once professed to follow, they lose their 
authority to in  uence those who remain loyal to Him.

To understand apostasy properly, one needs to know three things. First, those who 
leave the faith were once considered part of the church.  ey took on the habits of 
conversion, but they were never truly converted.

Second, God allows their departure so that the pretenders might be fully manifest, 
removing any confusion as to what true faith really is.

 ird, with the exodus of the counterfeits, the body of Christ is better able to grow in 
the divine qualities of love and spiritual unity.

When schisms are removed, even if they were undetected by many, then harmony and 
peace are more freely able to  ourish.

A long-standing practical military tactic in warfare is to in  ltrate the enemy and cause 
as much internal disruption as possible. Satan does this by planting those with false 
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motives among those whose hearts are pure toward the Savior. Planting tares (or 
weeds) along with the wheat is a common devilish practice.

Matthew 13:25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 
and went his way.

Men depart from anything because there is someplace more pleasing to them where 
they wish to go.

However, once departed, there is no place to go but back to the world.

 ere are but two forms of government with which sinners and saints will choose to 
align themselves.

 e  rst is the government by which the god of this world (II Cor. 4:4), Satan, sets the 
parameters of how men can live while in it. In this worldly institution, Satan promises 
much freedom. Not only can men live as they wish, with no judgment, but they are 
also encouraged to embrace self-will and self-government.

In Satan’s world, self-love and self-will are far more preferable than love for God and 
subjection to God.

 ose who love the world and are willing to depart from the faith for it, ultimately re-
veal themselves as preferring human government, or the government of self, man, and 
Satan, over the sovereignty of God.  ey embrace free will and the right to sin, over 
divine rule and obedience to God’s commandments.
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 us, when men leave the faith and the body of believers who still practice it, they 
reveal that they never really possessed true piety at all.  at their true hearts never 
desired to please God, but only self.  ough they may have walked among the saved, 
their love for the world reveals that they were never themselves truly saved.

Luke 14:33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
cannot be my disciple.

 is standard of leaving all to follow Christ is the true test of discipleship.  is stan-
dard is one that Jesus Christ Himself set, and it should not be lowered by men who do 
not love the divine One enough to keep it.

To be saved by the Son of God, a man must be willing to leave everything for Him. 
 ere can be no compromise on this standard truth; to do so cancels out any possible 
true hope for salvation.

If a man also is not a disciple of the Lord Jesus, he should not assume that Jesus is his 
Lord.

Again in Luke 14:33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my disciple.
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When men leave the faith and return to the world from which they came, there is no 
other place to return to other than it, and apostates are more than comfortable with 
their choice.

However, no one would ever leave the Lord or the company of believers faithful to 
Him if they realized, like Peter and the other disciples did, that Jesus alone has the 
words that lead to eternal life. To do so only proves that the enjoyment of sin, and the 
freedom to live as the  esh desires, far outweighed any true love for either God or the 
truth. 

Practically speaking, every man must either serve his own carnal,  eshly lusts and 
desires or Jesus Christ. He cannot do both.

I John 2:20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

In contrast to those who were never true followers of Christ and who departed from 
the fellowship of the godly, Christians are those who have the anointing of the Holy 
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Spirit as a gi  from God.  is anointing imparts spiritual wisdom, knowledge, and 
discernment to its recipients.

For men to be destroyed, they must  rst be deceived, and God’s Holy Spirit provides 
discernment in this critical area, drawing distinctions between the Spirit of truth and 
the spirits of error only masquerading as It.  is holy, spiritual wisdom and internal 
discernment, whose source is the Holy Spirit, allows saints to know the true nature 
of Christ’s religion.  is divinely imparted spiritual knowledge not only makes God 
known but also the ability to recognize where God’s true Spirit abides and where It 
does not.  e reason for this is, because the road to hell will o en appear like a path 
that leads to enlightenment. By then being taught of God, Satan’s power to deceive is 
greatly reduced, and can even be eradicated.

I John 2:21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye 
know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

 e apostle understood that the people whom he was writing to knew the truth. Be-
cause of the Holy Spirit’s anointing, they could discern error and lies, and any false-
hoods meant to deceive them.

By learning what true holiness consists of, the deceptive ploys of false religion, imper-
sonating itself as being sent from God, could be detected and ultimately avoided.

I John 2:22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, 
that denieth the Father and the Son.

Denieth that Jesus is the Christ.

 e word for Christ is #5547 Christos. Strong’s Concordance de  nes this word as the 
“Anointed One; the Messiah, the Christ.”

From this, we can see that to deny Christ is to deny the Messiah—the One anointed 
and chosen by God to bring peace to the nations, freedom to the captives, and save 
people from both sin and Satan’s rule; the Messiah also, Who would instruct men in a 
true knowledge of God.
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To truly recognize Christ as Messiah, we must come to yield to His authority, and 
believe in His divinity.

His authority stems from the fact that He is God’s promised One. His divinity resides 
in the reality that He is God’s only-begotten Son, proven by His resurrection from the 
dead.

It is therefore not merely enough to know Jesus as a good man who walked the earth, 
and performed good while on it.  is is insuffi  cient for salvation. Since to be saved by 
God, one must believe in and submit to the power, authority, and supremacy of the 
One God titles both Lord and Christ.

Acts 2:36  erefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the 
same Jesus, whom ye have cruci  ed, both Lord and Christ.

He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.

When men deny the Son and His authority over their lives, they must simultaneously 
deny the Father.  e Father and Son are one; thus, to reject One is to reject the Other. 
 ere is no ambiguity on this point, nor any reputable argument that can debate it, 
since no bond is more important in Christianity than that which exists between the 
Father and the Son.

If men reject the Son of God, they reject the very One sent by God to reveal Himself 
to the world. If done, all true light of God will be lost, and men will forever remain 
estranged from God.

Recognizing Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, is critical in order to gain salvation from 
Him. It was this belief that led Peter to become one of Jesus’ disciples.

Matthew 16:13–17 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some 
say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 
prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered 
and said,  ou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for  esh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

Peter’s recognition of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, reveals that he knew 
the true divinity and authority given to the Son.

 e titles Christ and Lord, in de  ning Jesus, cannot be separated, and Scripture com-
monly uses them together to emphasize His present exalted position in both heaven 
and earth.

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.
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I  John 2:23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that ac-
knowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father.

To deny the Son is to deny His authority over your life.  is denial means to refuse to 
submit to His Word, or follow His person, and reject His Spirit.

He that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

Acknowledging the true identity of Jesus Christ, and receiving Him as Lord, opens the 
door to be made sons of God, through Him.

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name.

Ultimately, it is the Son of God Who provides both the power and ability, to be brought 
into the family of God. It is through Him that new sons of God are created, and with-
out Him, no true fellowship with God can be attained.

When men are born again through the regeneration of the Holy Spirit, this act makes 
men  t for heaven through becoming children of God.

Ultimately, God is only the Father of those in whom His own nature dwells, and is not 
the legitimate Father of any who lack receiving His own divine and spiritual nature.

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the  esh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

He that acknowledgeth the Son. And is baptized by Him, has been given the Spirit of 
God, con  rming his adoption into the family of God. It is therefore by being given the 
Spirit of God, that proves spiritual sonship.

Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
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I John 2:24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. 
If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall con-
tinue in the Son, and in the Father.

Once a man has been made a son of God, he must remain loyal to his calling in order 
to maintain both fellowship and relationship with the Father and Son. He must con-
tinue to abide in Christ, to remain in union with both the Son and the Father.

In no place does Scripture allow for unfaithfulness a er conversion. He, therefore, 
who has been made a child of God through belief in Christ, must continue to believe 
and obey both Christ’s words and the promptings of the Holy Spirit produced from 
within him. It is by continuing unto the end, that salvation is solidi  ed.

Matthew 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

God provides no second renewal or regeneration to any who walk away from the Holy 
Spirit and return to their previous course of living (Heb. 6:4-6).

 us, the phrase, “Once a Christian, always a Christian,” cannot be true if a man aban-
dons Christ’s words and Christ’s authority over his life.

To make Jesus Christ Lord is to make Him the ultimate authority over your life forever.

Consequently, to reject His divine rule at any time, or in any manner, can result in 
forfeiting the salvation He off ers.

Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is  t for the kingdom of God.

Once then faith has begun in the Son of God, it must be continued in, until either 
physical death overtakes us, or spiritual transformation is given to us. To look back 
once called by Christ, is to forfeit ultimately being chosen by Him.


