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Born of God

An Exposition of I John

I John 3:20-4:12

Scriptures

I John 3:20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things.

No matter how much men think they know of their sin, their knowledge is nothing 
compared to God’s.

What God knows of us is far greater than what we know of ourselves.  is is especially 
true in regard to what is worthy of condemnation.

Consequently, men cannot hide or indulge in sin, especially in the heart, and maintain 
peace and fellowship with God.

A condemning heart also does nothing to inspire greater con  dence in the Lord and 
His ability to come to our aid; in fact, it does quite the opposite.

I John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we con dence toward God.

To properly walk with God, our love must be pure, our faith unfeigned, and our con-
science free of convicting and condemning sin.  e condition of the heart greatly af-
fects men’s faith and trust in God.

To properly grow and develop in faith, we must so live that our heart does not accuse 
us nor condemn of sin, but rather commends us for living rightly before the Lord.
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 ough most do not know it, a good conscience is as critical to true piety as love and 
faith. Possessing these three godly characteristics is the ultimate end of God’s will for 
the Christian.

I Timothy 1:5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of 
a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:

If our faith and love are insincere and have no real depth, our conscience will inform 
us. Hence, the conscience plays a very key role in leading men’s souls towards God’s 
salvation, by exposing insincerity or impurity where it exists.

I John 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his command-
ments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

Here we observe the great extent that the pursuit of righteousness, a good conscience, 
and inward purity will produce. It is that God will answer all prayers that align them-
selves with His will. Teaching us that how a man lives directly aff ects whether or not 
God hears and answers his prayers.

How foolish are men to falsely believe that they can live as they will and sin as they 
desire and that God will still hear them in their time of need. When the truth is, that 
God will not hear nor come to the aid of anyone who cherishes iniquity in the heart. 
 erefore, as long as men embrace sin, the Lord will not hear them.

Psalm 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the L will not hear me.

One of the fatal consequences of choosing to live a life of sin is that God refuses to hear 
any who do so. Sinners, therefore, should never be so presumptuous to believe that 
God will still hear them in their time of need, if they continue in sin.

Scripture also repeatedly con  rms that a sinner’s plea will not be heard without re-
pentant prayer and acknowledgment of sin, with also no attempt to defend it or hide 
it from God.

 us for God to hear men’s prayers, they must keep His commandments and do those 
things that are pleasing in His sight. Only by living this way can they be assured that 
what is asked of God, will be both heard and answered, when according to divine will.

God hears and has promised to come to the aid of the righteous, not those harboring 
sin in their hearts.

 e Lord’s ears are open to the righteous, but His face is adamantly against all who 
purposely engage in evil.

I Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.

A righteous man should never fear that God will not hear his prayer, nor come to his 
aid in time of need.

I John 3:23 And this is his commandment, at we should believe on the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.



An Exposition of I John

3

 is is His (God’s) commandment, that we should not only believe on the name of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, but also love one another, as Jesus commanded His followers to do. 
 ough two things are mentioned, that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment, the apostle reveals that God 
has combined both into one commandment.

 erefore, believing in the Son of God and love for the brethren are eternally bound. 

Obeying one leads to embracing the other, just as disregarding one ensures that there 
can be no true possession of the other.

 is teaches us that whenever there is true belief in Jesus Christ, there will also be 
genuine and sincere love for those born of Him. Hence, whenever there is faith in the 
Savior, there will be a corresponding love for His brethren.  is is undoubtably true 
regarding those created in Christ’s image, who share in the same Spirit of God, and the 
same promised eternal life.

I John 3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. 
And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 

And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.

Jesus promised His followers that if He was loved and His words were kept, then He 
and the Father would come and live within their hearts.

 erefore, by the presence of the Spirit sent by Christ, the saved are assured and com-
forted that God in Christ, lives within them.

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him.

Whereas, in the Old Testament, God would dwell among His people, now the Son 
promises that both the Father and the Son will come and make their abode within 
them. By keeping God’s commandments, we dwell in God, and as a result, He will 
dwell in us—a reality with much deeper implications beyond even God’s promise to 
Israel.

Once the Holy Spirit enters a man’s heart, a spiritual oneness is created between the 
man, the Father, and the Son. It is this oneness that Jesus possessed with the Father 
that He prayed could also be shared with those who believed upon Him.

John 17:20–21 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word;  at they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me.
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For the true Christian, God is much more than simply around him; He is, in all respects, 
living within him. Hence, true Christians are not saved when they enter churches, but 
when the Father and Son, in the presence of the Holy Spirit, enter them.

And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

 e Christian knows that God dwells in him through the Spirit of God living within. 
Because of the Spirit’s presence and in  uence, those saved by God are brought to know 
that they are of God and God is in them.  is is due to the Spirit’s presence in their 
heart.

A Holy Spirit which also allows believers to cry, “Abba Father,” something slaves, and 
those still in bondage, were never allowed to do.

Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

I John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

 e warning here is to believe not every spirit.  is includes every spirit or man who 
professes to come in God’s name.

All spirits, therefore, and all who profess to come in God’s name, should be tried, sim-
ply because a vast number of false prophets are gone out and operate in the world. Not 
all spirits are holy. Neither are all men who profess to speak by the Spirit of God actu-
ally of Him.  e apostle seeks to make this revelation clear, because false ministries in 
the Christian faith abound, and men can easily be deceived by them.  us, if a man 
has not the Spirit of Christ and the ability to discern the true nature of both good and 
evil spirits, then he can easily confuse that which is not of God as having come from 
Him. Hence, not only do false prophets deceive the world but they also regularly in-
 ltrate God’s true body of believers and lead them down paths contrary to divine will. 

Sadly, if men listen to and trust these counterfeit spirits, even the elect can be deceived.

II Corinthians 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
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 e Christian doctrine, which leads to the new birth and eternal life, is a very simple 
one. It is a call to repent for sin, believe in the Son of God, and be baptized by Him 
with the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:38  en Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gi  of the Holy 
Ghost.

In contrast to this, false prophets and teachers stress what God will do for men, while 
at the same time completely and practically ignoring what men need to do to be saved 
by God.

In all false religion, man is the real object. He is at the center, and what is taught is what 
he  rst desires to hear. Because of the unsaved’s carnal appetites, they will accumulate 
and gather many false teachers, enabling them to put on a cloak of true religion, while 
privately continuing to live in their lusts.

I John 4:2–3 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the  esh is of God: 3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the  esh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

A great debate arose among the Jews and early Christians as to the true nature of Jesus 
Christ. Was He actually born of God, in the  esh, and God’s promised Messiah?  e 
debate was not about mere doctrines of faith, but the genuineness of their Author. A 
man’s opinion, view, and belief in Jesus Christ will ultimately determine his  nal des-
tiny.

 ere is only One Who sits and reigns over all the sons of men, and this One is God’s 
promised Christ.

To be antichrist is to be against God’s true Christ.  us, he who rejects the Son, rejects 
not only the Savior of this world, but the Ruler of the next.

John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

Because Jesus, God’s only begotten Son, revealed God to the world, it is impossible to 
reject Him and not also reject God.

To reject therefore Christ’s rule and the power God has given to Him is to reject the 
divine rule and authority of God Himself.
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I John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world.

 e ones who have been overcome are those listed as antichrist in the previous verse. It 
is tempting to believe, because of the vast number of sinners who reject God, that the 
people of God are inferior to the forces of the world around them, but this is not true. 
Christ lives within His people; therefore, through Him, they have been made more 
than conquerors.

Because Christ lives in His people, they have overcome all evil spirits operating and 
functioning in this world.

 e Christian is not made victorious by his own power.  is could never be the case, 
since this would always lead to greater trust and con  dence in self.

Consequently, that which causes God’s new sons to overcome the world lies in the 
strength of their Savior.  is is also a reality that every true Christian can attest to 
through personal experience: because of God’s presence in their lives, things that 
should have overcome and defeated them, in the end, neither did, nor could.

A treasure, a very precious treasure, lives in the people of God.  is treasure, is the 
Holy Spirit, which allows God to unleash His power in and for the Christian.

I Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us.
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 e excellency of the power found in the saint is of God and therefore vastly superior 
to any opposing evil power assembled against Him. All victory is the Lord’s, and due 
to God’s own spiritual power, His people are made to become victorious.

Psalm 44:3–7 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did 
their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy 
countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.  ou art my King, O God: com-
mand deliverances for Jacob.  rough thee will we push down our enemies: through 
thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. For I will not trust in my 
bow, neither shall my sword save me. But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and 
hast put them to shame that hated us.

 e believer’s strength lies not in his own power, but in God. Even though God’s hand 
is o en invisible, the deliverance He provides for the saved, proves that He stands and 
supports all who are His own.

 e Lord is, indeed, the Deliverer and Redeemer of His people.

Psalm 28:8–9  e L is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed. 
Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and li  them up for ever.

מעון ישׁועות

I  John 4:5  ey are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world 
heareth them.

One of the great characteristics of antichrists is that this world is their true home.

Antichrists are, at their core, worldly.  ey are of the world, they speak of the world, 
and those who hear them are likewise of the world as well.

Whomever a man listens to, or enjoys the company of, reveals whom he really is. If it 
is the world, then he is of it; if it is God, then he is of Him. By this simple criterion, the 
children of God and the children of the devil are manifest.

Consider also, if any have made themselves friends with this world, they have by 
choice, become God’s enemy.

James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God.

When a man is a friend of anything, especially that which is evil and rebellious toward 
the Lord, he reveals a kinship with it.  is friendship with the world provides evidence 
that all antichrists are worthy of divine judgment. Because of their choosing and lov-
ing the world more than its Creator, they are promised to suff er the same fate as it.
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 e Christian’s call through Jesus Christ is to separate himself from the world.

I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

No man can serve two masters, just as no man can love an evil and sinful world that 
rejects divine rule and at the very same time, hold any true aff ection for a Holy God.

I  John 4:6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

By determining who hears the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error are made visible.

No man can turn a deaf ear to the truth and still be of God, which means that those 
who are truly of the Lord will always hear the gospel of His Son when it is presented 
to them.

 e primary means by which the gospel is spread and proclaimed, is through those gi  
ministries that the Son of God has placed in His church.

Ephesians 4:11–13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evan-
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

It is Christ’s will that He be more fully known to His church. His divine and super-
natural gi s, in the form of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, assist 
in this purpose.
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Whether a man will hear the true gospel of Jesus Christ or not, reveals what spirit is 
in  uencing him. By this, we can know who is led by the Spirit of truth and who has 
been deceived by the spirit of error.

I John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is born of God, and knoweth God.

 e apostle places great importance on love because of its direct relationship to God. 
Love is of God reveals that all love has its source in Him. From Him  ows all the love 
experienced and expressed in creation.

Love, therefore, is the primary test to determine whom God has saved and made His 
true sons and those He has not. 

 ere is no such thing as a true Christian who lacks divine love. As any who lack di-
vine love cannot hold any true knowledge of God, nor be born of Him. Because God 
is love, He only births children who will manifest His love to the world.

Nothing also gives a man more godly con  dence that he is of the truth than when 
God’s love abounds in his heart. By this, he is assured that he is born of God and has 
accurately come to know Him.

I John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

Love is that heavenly standard that reveals who in this world actually knows the Lord 
and who does not—who is born again of the Christ Spirit and who is not. 

 us, neither religious attendance nor biblical study provides men a true knowledge of 
the Lord, absent divine love dwelling within them. 

A man could live his entire life, give every possession he ever possessed to the poor, 
manifest the gi  of prophecy, and even perform miracles and wonders in Christ’s 
name, yet without love, he will be both judged and accounted as nothing.

I Corinthians 13:2 And though I have the gi  of prophecy, and understand all myster-
ies, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing.
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Love determines a man’s true worth, and if a man does not have this divine quality 
both in his heart and in his life, his life will be deemed as having no true meaning.

I John 4:9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his 
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

Nothing is more precious than life, and nothing reveals divine generosity and good-
ness more than when eternal life is imparted to the sinner. By this act of compassion, 
grace, and mercy, the nature of God is made known to the world.  us, whenever a 
man or woman is born again through receiving the Holy Spirit and spiritual regenera-
tion occurs, then God’s love is again manifested in the world.

I John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.

It is one thing to possess love for those who love us or have done something to merit 
good being done towards them. It is quite another thing when God’s love and the gi  
of salvation are given to sinners who previously had no real aff ection for God.

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us.

 e timing of when God sent Jesus Christ to die for sin, ultimately reveals the undeni-
able goodness that dwells in Him, since long before men loved God, He loved man.

Many a man also has wondered why God would absolve him of sin.  e answer lies in 
divine goodness and spiritual generosity. Hence, men are saved, forgiven of sin, and 
made righteous before God, simply because God is love.  ere is no other reason for 
God’s act of grace beyond the reality that He is love, and He wishes to manifest this 
love both for, and towards the world.

I John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

Once we have been made partakers of divine love, then it should be very easy to share 
it with others. Freely we have received, and just as freely we should give. None there-
fore should share the love of God more than those who have been saved by Him.

Because God’s love was freely given to us, we should likewise freely love all those 
around us.

I John 4:12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth 
in us, and his love is perfected in us.

No man is more assured that God dwells within him than he whose love resembles 
God’s perfect love. It is also only when men love, that it is clearly made known to them 
that God dwells within.
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Love is meant to increase in the believer, and as it does, faith in God’s existence grows. 
 erefore, by manifesting divine love, we will learn not only that God lives, but that 
He lives in us.


