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I John 3:20–4:12

1  I John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God.
2  Rom. 2:15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)

I John 3:20 For if our heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things.

Men cannot hide or indulge in sin, es-
pecially in the heart, and maintain 

peace and fellowship with God. A con-
demning heart also does nothing to in-
spire greater con�dence in the Lord; in 
fact, it does quite the opposite.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 3:20) For if 
our heart condemn us—… �e general sen-
timent is, that if they should so live that their 
own hearts would condemn them for present 
insincerity and hypocrisy, they could have 
no hope of peace, for God knows all that is 
in the heart. In view of the past—when the 
heart accuses us of what we have done—we 
may �nd peace by such evidences of piety as 
shall allay the troubles of an agitated soul, 1 
John 3:9,1 but we cannot have such peace if 
our hearts condemn us for the indulgence of 
secret sins, now that we profess to be Chris-
tians. If our hearts condemn us for present 
insincerity, and for secret sins, we can never 
“persuade” or soothe them by any external act 
of piety. In view of the consciousness of past 
guilt, we may �nd peace; we can �nd none if 
there is a present purpose to indulge in sin.

I John 3:21 Beloved, if our heart condemn 
us not, then have we con�dence toward 
God.

To properly walk with God, our love must 
be pure, our faith unfeigned, and our con-
science free of convicting and condemn-
ing sin. �e condition of the heart greatly 
a�ects men’s faith and trust in God. To 
properly grow and develop in the Chris-

tian faith, we must so live that our heart 
does not accuse us or condemn of sin, but 
rather commends us for living rightly be-
fore the Lord.2 �ough most do not know 
it, a good conscience is as critical to true 
piety as love and faith. Possessing these 
three godly characteristics is the ultimate 
end of God’s will for the Christian. Now 
the end of the commandment is charity out 
of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned (I Tim. 1:5). If our 
faith and love are insincere and have no 
real depth, our conscience will inform us. 
Hence, the conscience plays a very signif-
icant and key role in leading men’s souls 
toward God’s salvation, by exposing po-
tential spiritual insincerity or impurity 
where it exists. 

I John 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we 
receive of him, because we keep his com-
mandments, and do those things that are 
pleasing in his sight.

Here we observe the great result that the 
pursuit of righteousness, a good con-
science, and inward purity will produce. 
It is that God will answer all prayers that 
align themselves with His will, teaching 
us that how a man lives directly a�ects 
whether or not God hears and answers 
his prayers. �erefore, if men choose not 
to keep God’s commandments, then they 
should not be so presumptuous to believe 
that God will hear their prayers.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 3:22) We 
can have no hope that he will hear us unless 
we do so live as to please him. 
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How foolish are men to falsely believe that 
they can live as they will, and sin as they 
desire, and that God will still hear them in 
their time of need! �e truth is that God 
will not hear or come to the aid of anyone 
who cherishes iniquity in the heart.3 If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me (Ps. 66:18). As long as sinners 
embrace sin, the Lord will not hear them. 
One of the fatal consequences of choos-
ing to live a life of sin is that God refuses 
to hear any who do so.4 Sinners, therefore, 
should never be so naive to believe that 
God will still hear them in their time of 
need, if they have continued to resist di-
vine will. Scripture repeatedly con�rms 
that a sinner’s plea will not be heard with-
out repentant prayer and acknowledgment 
of sin, with also no attempt to defend it or 
hide it from God.5 �us for God to hear 
men’s petitions, they must keep His com-
mandments and do those things that are 
pleasing in His sight. Only by living this 

3  Isa. 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear.
4  Prov. 15:29 �e Lord is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.
Ps. 18:41 �ey cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the Lord, but he answered them not.
Prov. 1:28 �en shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not �nd me:
5  II Chrn. 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land.
Jnh. 3:6–9 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from 
him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he caused it to be proclaimed and published 
through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor �ock, 
taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and 
cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their 
hands. 9Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his �erce anger, that we perish not?
I Sam. 12:12–14 And when ye saw that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye said 
unto me, Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the Lord your God was your king. 13Now therefore behold 
the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, behold, the Lord hath set a king over you. 
14If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the 
Lord, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue following the Lord your God:
Luke 15:17–24 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make 
me as one of thy hired servants. 20And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way o�, 
his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21And the son said 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. 22But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet: 23And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24For 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.
6  Ps. 34:17 �e righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.
John 9:31 Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth 
his will, him he heareth.

way can they be assured that what is asked 
of God will be both heard and answered.

God hears and has promised to come to 
the aid of the righteous,6 but not to any 
who harbor sin in their hearts. �e Lord’s 
ears are open to the righteous, but His face 
is divinely set against any who engage in 
evil. For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against 
them that do evil (I Pet. 3:12).

A truly righteous man should never fear 
that God will not hear his prayers or come 
to his aid in time of need. What God has 
declared will be done for the righteous, 
you can be certain it will be done.

I John 3:23 And this is his commandment, 
�at we should believe on the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as 
he gave us commandment.
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�is is His (God’s) commandment, that 
we should not only believe on the name 
of His Son, Jesus Christ, but also love 
one another, as Jesus commanded His 
followers to do.7 �ough two things are 
mentioned—that we should believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, as he gave us commandment—the 
apostle reveals that God has combined 
both into one commandment. �erefore, 
believing in the Son of God and love for 
the brethren are eternally bound.8 Obey-
ing one leads to embracing the other, just 
as disregarding one ensures that there can 
be no true possession of the other. �is 
teaches us that whenever there is true 
belief in Jesus Christ, there will also be 
genuine and sincere love for those born 
of Him.9 Hence, whenever there is faith 
in the Savior, there will be a correspond-
ing love for the saved. �is is undoubtably 
true regarding those created in Christ’s 
image,10 who have been made to share in 
the same Spirit of God.

(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commen-
tary, I John 3:23) Summing up of God’s com-
mandments under the Gospel dispensation 
in one commandment.

this is his commandment—singular: for faith 
and love are not separate commandments, 

7  John 13:34–35 A new commandment I give unto you, �at ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. 35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
John 15:12 �is is my commandment, �at ye love one another, as I have loved you.
John 15:17 �ese things I command you, that ye love one another.
8  Col. 1:4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
Eph. 1:15 Wherefore I also, a�er I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,
9  I John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
10  Rom. 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the �rstborn among many brethren.
Col. 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge a�er the image of him that created him:
11  I Cor. 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
Eph. 2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
12  Exod. 29:45–46 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will be their God. 46And they shall 
know that I am the Lord their God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell 
among them: I am the Lord their God.
Lev. 26:11 And I set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you.
Num. 35:34 De�le not therefore the land which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the Lord dwell among 
the children of Israel.
I Kgs. 6:13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel.

but are indissolubly united. We cannot tru-
ly love one another without faith in Christ, 
nor can we truly believe in Him without love. 

I John 3:24 And he that keepeth his com-
mandments dwelleth in him, and he in 
him. And hereby we know that he abideth 
in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 

And he that keepeth his commandments 
dwelleth in him, and he in him. �ose who 
keep Christ’s commandments dwell in 
Christ, and He in them. Jesus promised 
His followers that if He was loved and His 
words were kept, then He and the Father 
would come and live within their hearts. 
By the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart, the saved are assured and comfort-
ed that God in Christ lives within them.11 
Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man 
love me, he will keep my words: and my Fa-
ther will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him (John 
14:23). In the Old Testament, God dwelt 
among His people.12 Now Jesus promis-
es that both the Father and the Son will 
come and make their abode within them.

Once the Holy Spirit enters a believer’s 
heart, a spiritual oneness is created be-
tween the believer, the Father, and the 
Son. It is this oneness that Jesus possessed 
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with God, that He prayed could also be 
shared with those who believed upon His 
name. Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; �at they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me 
(John 17:20–21). For the true Christian, 
God is much more than simply around 
him; He is in all respects living within 
him.13 Consequently, sinners are saved 
not when they enter churches, but only 
when the Father and Son, in the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, come to live, abide, and 
dwell within them.

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
John 17:21) �at they all may be one; as �ou, 
Father, in Me, and I in �ee, that they also may 
be in Us; and the meaning is that the union 
of the Church may be of the same essential 
nature as that between the Father and the 
Son; yea, that the union of the Church may 
result from the union of individual members 
with the Father through the Son. 

And hereby we know that he abideth in us, 
by the Spirit which he hath given us. �e 
Christian knows that God dwells in him 
through the Spirit of God living within. 
Because of the Spirit’s inward presence 
and in�uence, those saved are brought 
to know that they are of God, and that 
God dwells in them. �is is directly due to 
the Holy Spirit’s presence in their hearts, 
which internally testi�es to possessing 
true relationship with God. �e Holy 
Spirit also allows believers to cry, Abba, 
13  Rom. 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righ-
teousness.
Gal. 2:20 I am cruci�ed with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the �esh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Col. 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
II Cor. 13:5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own 
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
14  Rom. 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
15  Rom. 8:9 But ye are not in the �esh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

Father, something slaves, and those still in 
bondage, were never allowed to do. And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, Father (Gal. 4:6).

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Gal. 4:6) Abba, 
Father—See the note at Romans 8:15.14 It 
is said in the Babylonian Gemara, a Jew-
ish work, that it was not permitted slaves to 
use the title of Abba in addressing the mas-
ter of the family to which they belonged. If 
so, then the language which Christians are 
here represented as using is the language of 
freemen, and denotes that they are not un-
der the servitude of sin. 

I John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spir-
it, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world.

�e warning here is to believe not every 
spirit. �is includes every spirit or man 
who professes to come in God’s name. All 
spirits, and all who present themselves as 
being sent by God, should be tried, simply 
because a vast number of false prophets are 
gone out and operate in the world. Not all 
spirits are holy. Neither are all men who 
profess to speak by the Spirit of God ac-
tually of Him. �e apostle seeks to make 
this essential truth abundantly clear, sim-
ply because false ministries in the Chris-
tian faith have abounded throughout its 
inception, and many have been deceived 
by those who, though they claimed re-
lationship with God, actually had none. 
Hence, if absent the Spirit of Christ15 and 
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the ability to discern the true nature of 
both good and evil spirits,16 those search-
ing for God can easily confuse that which 
has not been genuinely sent by God, as 
having come from Him. Sadly, if men 
listen to and trust these counterfeit spir-
its, who falsely claim they are of the Lord, 
even the elect can be deceived. But I fear, 
lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ (II Cor. 11:3). �e primary 
purpose of all spiritual deception in the 
church, brought by false ministries into 
her, is separating the believer from the 
simplicity of Jesus Christ and His gospel.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, II Cor. 11:3) But 
I fear … �e mention of this seems to have 
suggested to him the fact that the �rst wom-
an was deceived and led astray by the tempt-
er, and that the same thing might occur in 
regard to the church which he was so desir-
ous should be preserved pure. �e grounds 
of his fear were:

(1) �at Satan had seduced the �rst wom-
an, thus demonstrating that the most holy 

16  I Cor. 12:8–11 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge 
by the same Spirit; 9To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gi�s of healing by the same Spirit; 
10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11But all these worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
17  I Pet. 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. 
John 1:12–13 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the �esh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.
18  John 3:15 �at whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand.
I John 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gi� of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
19  Mark 1:15 And saying, �e time is ful�lled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe 
the gospel.
Luke 5:32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord.
20  John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name.
I John 5:13 �ese things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
21  II Tim. 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy,

ones were in danger of being led astray by 
temptation; and,

(2) �at special e�orts were made to seduce 
them from the faith. �e persuasive arts of 
the false teachers; the power of philosophy; 
and the attractive and corrupting in�uenc-
es of the world, he had reason to suppose 
might be employed to seduce them from 
simple attachment to Christ. 

�e Christian doctrine, which leads to 
the new birth17 and eternal life,18 is a very 
simple one. It is a call to repent for sin,19 
believe in the Son of God,20 and be bap-
tized by Him with the Holy Spirit. �en 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gi� of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38). 
In contrast to this, false prophets and false 
teachers o�en stress what God will do for 
men, while at the same time completely 
ignoring what men need to do to be saved 
by God. In all false religion it is easily ob-
served that man is the real center of it. And 
this will be seen by men being lovers of 
self more than lovers of God.21 Because 
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also many mere professing believers are 
ruled by lust, they will seek out false teach-
ers who will allow them to remain in it.22 

I John 4:2–3 Hereby know ye the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the �esh is of God: 
3And every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the �esh is not of 
God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, 
whereof ye have heard that it should come; 
and even now already is it in the world.

A great debate arose among the Jews and 
early Christians as to the true nature of Je-
sus Christ: was Jesus actually born of God, 
and was He, God’s promised Messiah? �e 
actual debate centered around not mere 
doctrines of faith but the genuineness of 
the gospel’s Author.23 To be antichrist is 
to be against God’s true Christ. �us, he 
who rejects the Son rejects not only the 
Savior of this world but also the Ruler of 
the next.24 No man hath seen God at any 
time, the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him 
(John 1:18). Because Jesus, God’s only be-
gotten Son, revealed God to the world, it 
is impossible to reject Him and not also 
reject the Father, Who sent Him. Hence, 
to reject Christ’s rule and the power God 
has given His Son is to reject the divine 
rule and authority of God Himself.25 

(Benson Commentary, John 1:18) … nei-
ther Moses, nor any of the Old Testament 

22  II Tim. 4:3–4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but a�er their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4And they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
23  Heb. 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and �nisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
24  Eph. 1:20–22 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
25  Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Matt. 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
John 3:31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: 
he that cometh from heaven is above all.
26  Rom. 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

prophets, were so well quali�ed to make 
God and his will known to mankind, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ was. �ey never saw, nor 
perfectly knew the Divine Being, and his 
eternal counsels, and therefore could not 
make a full discovery thereof to men. �e 
only person who ever enjoyed this privilege 
was the only-begotten Son of God, the Word, 
which was in the beginning with him, or, as 
it is here expressed, was, and is, in the bosom 
of the Father: that is, always was, and is the 
object of his tenderest, yea, of his in�nite af-
fection, complacency, and delight, and the 
intimate partner of his counsels. And this 
circumstance recommends Christ’s holy re-
ligion to us unspeakably before any others; 
that it was founded by one that had seen God, 
or that had clear and perfect knowledge of 
him, and of his mind and will, which no oth-
er person ever had, or could have.

I John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, 
and have overcome them: because great-
er is he that is in you, than he that is in 
the world.

�e ones who have been overcome are 
those listed as of antichrist in the previ-
ous verse. It is tempting to believe that be-
cause of the vast number of sinners who 
reject God, and the positions of power in 
the world they hold, that true saints are 
inferior to the evil forces around them. 
�is is not true, simply because the Son of 
God lives within His people, and through 
Him they have been made more than con-
querors.26 Greater is Christ in the true be-
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liever, than the hosts of antichrists in the 
world. So powerful is the Spirit of God’s 
Son, imparted to the saved, that by this 
Spirit they have been made greater27 than 
even him who presently rules this world.28

(Benson Commentary, I John 4:4) Because 
greater is he that is in you—Namely, the Spirit 
of Christ; than he—�e spirit of antichrist; 
that is in the world—�e Son of God, who 
stands at the head of that interest in which 
you are embarked, and who aids you by the 
mighty communications of his Spirit, is in-
�nitely too strong for Satan, the great head 
of the apostacy, and for all his confederates. 
�us, the issue of the divine government 
will be, that truth and virtue shall be �nally 
victorious over error and wickedness, be-
cause God, the Patron of truth and virtue, 
possesseth far greater power and wisdom 
than the evil spirits who promote error and 
wickedness.

***

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 4:4) Be-
cause greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world—God, who dwells in your 
hearts, and by whose strength and grace 
alone you have been enabled to achieve this 
victory, is more mighty than Satan, who rules 
in the hearts of the people of this world, and 
whose seductive arts are seen in the e�orts of 
these false teachers. �e apostle meant to say 
that it was by no power of their own that they 
achieved this victory, but it was to be traced 
solely to the fact that God dwelt among them, 
and had preserved them by his grace. 

�e Christian is not made victorious by 
his own power. �is could never be the 
case, since this would only lead to great-
er trust and con�dence in self.29 Rath-
er, that which causes God’s new sons to 
overcome the world lies in the strength 

27  I John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world.
28  II Cor. 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
29  Prov. 28:26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.
Isa. 5:21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!
30  I Cor. 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

of their Savior. �is is a reality that every 
true Christian can attest to through per-
sonal experience, that because of God’s 
presence in their lives, things that should 
have overcome and defeated them, in the 
end, neither did nor could. 

A treasure, a very precious treasure, lives 
in the people of God. �is treasure is the 
Holy Spirit, Who enables God to unleash 
His power in and for the Christian. But we 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us (II Cor. 4:7). �e excellen-
cy of the power manifested in the saint 
of God is vastly superior to any opposing 
evil power assembled against him. Vic-
tory is the Lord’s, and due to God’s own 
spiritual power, His people are themselves 
made to become victorious.30 �e believ-
er’s strength lies not in himself, but in the 
Lord. And though God’s hands that deliv-
er His people remain invisible, His pow-
er to deliver cannot be denied. �e Lord 
is indeed the strength of His people. For 
this reason they need not to rely on their 
own strength and ability, but rather on He, 
Who is so much stronger than them. �e 
Lord is their strength, and he is the sav-
ing strength of his anointed. Save thy peo-
ple, and bless thine inheritance: feed them 
also, and li� them up for ever (Ps. 28:8–9).

(Benson Commentary, Ps. 28:8) �e Lord is 
their strength—�at is, the strength of his 
people, mentioned in the next verse. He is 
the saving strength—Hebrews ישׁועות מעון, 
the strength of the preservations, deliver-
ances, or salvations; of his anointed—Of 
me, whom he hath anointed to be king, and 
whom therefore he will defend. He signi�es 
that it was by God’s strength alone that his 
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victories, deliverances, and preservations 
were wrought. 

I John 4:5 �ey are of the world: therefore 
speak they of the world, and the world 
heareth them.

One of the distinguishing marks of anti-
christs is that this world is their true home. 
It is the world that they are most comfort-
able in, and they inwardly seek nothing 
beyond it. Just as Christ’s people hear His 
voice,31 so do those of the world hear all 
the various voices of antichrists. And like 
with Israel of old,32 sinners will o�en look 
for weak and compromising leaders, who 
will allow them to do as they will.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 4:5) �ey 
are of the world—�is was one of the marks 
by which those who had the spirit of anti-
christ might be known. �ey belonged not 
to the church of God, but to the world. �ey 
had its spirit; they acted on its principles; 
they lived for it. 

Whomever a man listens to or enjoys the 
company of reveals who he really is. If it 
is the world, then he is of it; if it is God, 
then he is of Him. By this simple criterion 
the children of God and the children of 
the devil are manifest. Observe also that 
if any have made themselves friends with 
this world, they have by choice become 

31  John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
32  Exod. 32:1–9 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people 
gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; 
for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 
2And Aaron said unto them, Break o� the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, 
and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 3And all the people brake o� the golden earrings which 
were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 4And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it 
with a graving tool, a�er he had made it a molten calf: and they said, �ese be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 5And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron 
made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the Lord. 6And they rose up early on the morrow, 
and o�ered burnt o�erings, and brought peace o�erings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and 
rose up to play. 7And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest 
out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 8�ey have turned aside quickly out of the way which I 
commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacri�ced thereunto, 
and said, �ese be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 9And the Lord 
said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a sti�necked people:

God’s enemy. Ye adulterers and adulter-
esses, know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God? whosoev-
er therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God (Jas. 4:4). When a 
man is a friend of anything, especially 
that which is evil and rebellious toward 
the Lord, he reveals kinship with it. �is 
devilish friendship provides evidence 
that all antichrists are worthy of divine 
judgment. Because of their choosing and 
loving a sinful and evil world more than 
their Creator, they are promised to su�er 
the same dreadful fate as it.

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
Jas. 4:4) Know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God?—i.e., the state of 
being an enemy to God, not one of simpler 
enmity with Him. �ere cannot be a passive 
condition to the faith of Christ: “he that is 
not with Me is against Me” (Matthew 12:30). 
Renunciation of the world, in the Christian 
promise, is not forsaking it when tired and 
clogged with its delights, but the earliest 
severance from it; to break this vow, or not 
to have made it, is to belong to the foes of 
God, and not merely to be out of covenant 
with Him. �e forces of good and evil divide 
the land so sharply that there is no debat-
able ground, nor even halting-place between. 

�e Christian’s call, given by God through 
Jesus Christ, is a call to separate himself 



79

I John 3:20–4:12

from all things worldly.33 Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him (I John 2:15). 
No man can serve two masters,34 just as 
no man can love an evil and sinful world 
that rejects divine rule, and at the very 
same time hold any true a�ection for a 
divine Being Who demands it.

I John 4:6 We are of God: he that knoweth 
God heareth us; he that is not of God 
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit 
of truth, and the spirit of error.

By observing who hears the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error are made visible. No man can turn 
a deaf ear to the truth, and still be of God, 
which means that those who are truly of 
the Lord will readily, and with great joy, 
hear the gospel of Christ once it is present-
ed to them. �e primary means by which 
this gospel is spread and proclaimed to the 
world is through the gi� ministries that the 
Son of God has both given to and placed 
in the church. And he gave some, apostles; 
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; for the per-
fecting of the saints, for the work of the min-
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stat-
ure of the fulness of Christ (Eph. 4:11–13).

33  Jas. 1:27 Pure religion and unde�led before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their a�iction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
Rom. 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
II Cor. 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you.
34  Matt. 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
35  I Cor. 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, �rst apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 
a�er that miracles, then gi�s of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
36  Eph 4:8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gi�s unto men.
37  Matt. 18:1–3 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven? 2And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 3And said, Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Mark 10:15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein.

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
Eph. 4:11) He gave.—In the original “He” 
is emphatic—He and He alone, as the as-
cended Head of humanity. �e word “gave,” 
instead of the more obvious word set, or ap-
pointed (used in 1Corinthians 12:28),35 is, of 
course, suggested by Ephesians 4:8.36 �ey 
who are ministers of His gi�s are themselves 
gi�s from Him to the Church. 

It is Christ’s will that He be made more 
fully known to the church. In the form 
of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pas-
tors, and teachers, this knowledge of 
Christ is spread to those called to heav-
en through Christ.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 4:6) Know 
we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error—
We can distinguish those who embrace 
the truth from those who do not. What-
ever pretensions they might set up for pi-
ety, it was clear that if they did not embrace 
the doctrines taught by the true apostles 
of God, they could not be regarded as his 
friends; that is, as true Christians. It may 
be added that the same test is applicable 
now. �ey who do not receive the plain 
doctrines laid down in the word of God, 
whatever pretensions they may make to 
piety, or whatever zeal they may evince in 
the cause which they have espoused, can 
have no well-founded claims to the name 
Christian. One of the clearest evidences of 
true piety is a readiness to receive all that 
God has taught. Compare Matthew 18:1–3; 
Mark 10:15; James 1:19–21.37 
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Whether a man will hear the true gospel 
of Jesus Christ or not reveals what spirit 
or spirits are in�uencing him. 

I John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one anoth-
er: for love is of God; and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

�e apostle places great importance on 
love because of its direct relationship to 
God. Love is of God reveals that all love 
has its source in Him. From the Father 
�ows all the love experienced and pres-
ent in creation. Divine love, therefore, is 
the primary test to determine whom God 
has saved and made His true sons, and 
those He has not. �ere is no such thing 
as a true Christian who lacks divine love, 
simply because once born of God, be-
lievers are taught by Him to love. But as 
touching brotherly love ye need not that I 
write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught 
of God to love one another (I �ess. 4:9). 
So natural will love be in the true Chris-
tian’s heart, that there will be found no 
great need to teach him to love. Because 
God is love,38 He births spiritual children, 
in His own image, whose main desire is 
to love. Nothing also gives a man more 
con�dence that he is of the truth, than 
when God’s love abounds in his heart. By 
this he is assured that he is born of God 
and has accurately come to know Him.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 4:7) And 
everyone that loveth, is born of God—Is a re-
generated man. �at is, everyone who has 
true love to Christians as such, or true broth-
erly love, is a true Christian. �is cannot 
mean that everyone that loves his wife and 
children, his classmate, his partner in busi-
ness, or his friend—his house, or his farms, 
or his horses, or his hounds, is a child of 
God; it must be understood as referring to 

Jas. 1:19–21 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swi� to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 
20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all �lthiness and 
super�uity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engra�ed word, which is able to save your souls.
38  I John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

the point under discussion. A man may have 
a great deal of natural a�ection toward his 
kindred; a great deal of benevolence in his 
character toward the poor and needy, and 
still he may have none of the love to which 
John refers. He may have no real love to God, 
to the Saviour, or to the children of God as 
such; and it would be absurd for such a one to 
argue because he loves his wife and children 
that therefore he loves God, or is born again. 

I John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love.

(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary, 
I John 4:8) knoweth not—Greek aorist: not 
only knoweth not now, but never knew, has 
not once for all known God.

Love is that standard that reveals who in 
this world actually knows the Lord and 
who does not—who is born again, and 
has been regenerated by the Christ Spirit, 
and who has not. �us, neither religious 
attendance nor biblical study provides 
insight as to who possesses a true knowl-
edge of the Lord; only His own divine love 
can prove this. 

A man could live his entire life, give to 
the poor every possession he possessed, 
manifest the gi� of prophecy, and even 
perform miracles and wonders in Christ’s 
name―yet without love he will be both 
judged and accounted by God as noth-
ing. And though I have the gi� of prophe-
cy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing (I Cor. 13:2). It 
is love that determines a man’s true worth, 
and if a man does not have this divine 
fruit both in his heart and in his life, he 
is by all heavenly standards viewed and 
accounted by God as nothing.
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I John 4:9 In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him.

�ere is not anything more precious than 
life, and nothing reveals divine generosity 
and goodness more, than when eternal 
life is imparted to the sinner. By this act 
of compassion and mercy, the true be-
nevolent nature of God is made known 
to the world. �us, whenever repentant 
sinners are forgiven and spiritual regen-
eration occurs,39 divine love is both seen 
and manifested in the world.

I John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

It is one thing to possess love for those 
who love us, or have done something 
to merit good being done for them. It is 
quite another thing when God’s love and 
the gi� of salvation40 are given to sinners 
unworthy of love. But God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8). 

39  Tit. 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
Ezek. 36:26–27 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your �esh, and I will give you an heart of �esh. 27And I will put my spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.
II Cor. 5:17 �erefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.
40  II Cor. 9:15 �anks be unto God for his unspeakable gi�.
Eph. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gi� of God:
John 4:10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gi� of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.
Acts 2:38 �en Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gi� of the Holy Ghost.
41  Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sancti�ed by 
faith that is in me.
Eph. 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace;
Col. 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your �esh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
42  Rom. 5:19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.
II Cor. 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him.
43  Matt. 10:8b … freely ye have received, freely give.

Long before men loved God, He loved 
them. Many also have wondered why God 
would absolve men of sin. �e answer lies 
in the divine goodness and spiritual gen-
erosity of a loving God. �us, transgres-
sors are forgiven of sin,41 saved, and made 
righteous before God,42 simply because 
God is love. �ere is no other reason for 
these acts of grace beyond the reality that 
it is because of divine love that sinners are 
cleansed from their sin, and given a new 
heavenly standing before God.

I John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another.

Once we have been made partakers of di-
vine love, and God’s love has been shown 
to us, then it should be very easy to share 
this love with others. Freely we have re-
ceived, and just as freely we should give.43 
Because God’s love was freely given to 
us, we should likewise freely love, as He 
has loved us.

I John 4:12 No man hath seen God at any 
time. If we love one another, God dwel-
leth in us, and his love is perfected in us.
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(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I John 4:12) If 
we love one another, God dwelleth in us—
�ough we cannot see him, yet there is a 
way by which we may be assured that he is 
near us, and that he even dwells in us. �at 
way is by the exercise of love.

No man is more assured that God truly 
dwells within him, than he who has in-
ward spiritual proof that God’s love is be-
ing perfected in him. It is thus by loving 
one another that God’s love is perfected 
in Christians, and they are made to know 
that God actually dwells in them.

(Matthew Poole’s Commentary, I John 4:12) 
�e essence of God is to our eyes invisible, 

44  I �ess. 3:12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward 
all men, even as we do toward you:

incomprehensible to our minds; but by yield-
ing ourselves to the power of his love, so as to 
be transformed by it, and habituated to the 
exercise of mutual love, we come to know 
him by the most pleasant and most appre-
hensible e�ects, experiencing his indwell-
ing, vital, operative presence and in�uences, 
whereby he is daily perfecting this his own 
likeness and image in us. �is is the most de-
sirable way of knowing God, when, though 
we cannot behold him at a distance, we may 
feelingly apprehend him nigh us, and in us.

Love is meant to increase in the believer,44 
and as it does, faith in God’s existence will 
likewise increase. By manifesting divine 
love to the world, it is proven that God’s 
holy presence remains in it.


