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Session 2

Satan’s Assault Against Job’s Life

Job 2:1–13

Scriptures

Job 2:1–3 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord.
2 And the  Lord  said unto Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered 
the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and 
down in it. 
3 And the  Lord  said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 
and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me 
against him, to destroy him without cause.

Although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 

Satan had previously implied that the only reason Job feared the Lord, was because 
God had blessed him and placed a wall of protection around him. Satan commonly 
introduces false claims against the brethren, knowing that accusations if later even 
proved untrue, will still damage the innocent. 

�e devil is described in Scripture as a liar and one who accuses the saints night and 
day in his constant attempts to impugn their name in God’s sight. 

In Job’s case, Satan repeatedly brought forth false accusations against him in a 
continued e�ort to try turning the Lord against this faithful servant of God. 

Unremarkably, it can be seen that the devil will always do his best to pit believers 
against the Lord, and the Lord against them. 

Revelation 12:10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, 
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser 
of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Rev. 12:10
�e description of Satan as an accuser accords with the opinion of the ancient Hebrews 
in regard to his character. . . . �e phrase “of the brethren” refers to Christians, or to 
the people of God; and the meaning here is, that one of the characteristics of Satan—a 
characteristic so well known as to make it proper to designate him by it—is that he is an 
accuser of the righteous; that he is employed in bringing against them charges a�ecting 
their character and destroying their in�uence. �e propriety of this appellation cannot 
be doubted. It is, as it has always been, one of the characteristics of Satan—one of the 
means by which he keeps up his in�uence in the world—to bring accusations against 
the people of God. �us, under his suggestions, and by his agents, they are charged with 
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hypocrisy; with insincerity; with being in�uenced by bad motives; with pursuing sinister 
designs under the cloak of religion; with secret vices and crimes. �us it was that the 
martyrs were accused; thus it is that unfounded accusations are o�en brought against 
ministers of the gospel, palsying their power and diminishing their in�uence, or that 
when a professed Christian falls the church is made to su�er by an e�ort to cast suspicion 
on all who bear the Christian name. Perhaps the most skillful thing that Satan does, and 
the thing by which he most contributes to diminish the in�uence of the church, is in thus 
causing “accusations” to be brought against the people of God.

It is worth noting that those who bring false claims against the Lord’s elect have close 
kinship with the devil. Ultimately, those who follow his ways, are under his in�uence. 
Whenever, then, false accusations are brought against the people of God without 
reliable evidence, then we can be sure that the devil is highly involved in seeking to 
impune the Lord’s elect. 

Nothing also reveals the true colors of sinners more that when they bring false charges 
against the righteous. �e Jews did this with the Son of God (Matt. 9:34), Sanballat 
with Hezekiah (Neh. 6:1–8), and Korah with Moses (Num. 16:1–3). From these records 
and many others like them in Scripture, we see that the common weapon to blunt the 
outreach of the kingdom of God is to falsely accuse those who are members of it.

Job 2:4–5 And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man 
hath will he give for his life. 
5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his �esh, and he will curse thee 
to thy face.

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary, Job 2:4 
Satan sneers bitterly at man’s egotism and says that Job bears the loss of property and 
children because these are mere outward and exchangeable goods, but he will give up all 
things, even his religion, in order to save his life, if you touch his bones and �esh. 

We observe now the devil’s new spiritual attack to in�ict physical pain, beyond even 
the emotional damage he has already accomplished through stripping Job’s family and 
wealth from him. 

In respect to the Lord’s chosen, the devil will never be content until both life and soul 
are taken from them. 

Satan did not actually know what Job would do; rather, he merely hoped that he would 
curse God, if su�cient pain and su�ering were in�icted upon him. 

It is not enough for the Lord’s adversary to steal from believers, as his ultimate aim 
is always to then kill and destroy them. Indeed, the hatred of the devil is so intense 
toward the chosen that he will never be fully satis�ed, until death has followed, bodily 
torture. 

�is was seen in Satan’s assault on the Savior’s life, when it was not enough for Jesus 
merely to be cruci�ed, without prior to it, the devil in�icting as much bodily pain and 
su�ering on Christ’s body as He could bear (Matt. 27:26–35).

Isaiah 52:14 As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any 
man, and his form more than the sons of men. 

�roughout human history Satan has repeatedly in�icted the bodies of the saved, 
hoping that by touching their bodies, the believer’s pain will cause them to abandon 
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religious piety and curse their God. Nothing also can discourage and even break the 
human spirit more than bodily torture.

�ough, surprising to most, there can be a divinity in undergoing physical pain, simply 
because when men’s spirits are broken, their ears and hearts can be opened. 

�e pride of many is also such and so great, that it is not until all is either lost or 
seemingly lost (which o�en includes the loss of physical health) that they become 
humble enough to turn to God. 

For the prodigal son it took a famine and the loss of all his earthly inheritance to help 
him come to a spiritual state of mind, and return to his father (Luke 15:14–18). 

For Christians, we also may need to experience both emotional and physical pain 
before we come to realize the paths that we are on may be both sinful and personally 
destructive.

Job 2:6 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.

�e Lord gave Satan permission to do that which he had requested, with one unalterable 
restriction—he could not in any way endanger Job’s life. 

Here we see, that even in Job’s religious trial, the Lord was protecting his life. Satan 
was given limitations, and God’s power would ensure that they would be kept. Just as 
God knows those who fear Him, so does He also know the temptations that they are 
able to overcome. 

I Corinthians 10:13 �ere hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not su�er you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, I Cor. 10:13
�ere hath no temptation taken you.—What is meant by a “temptation common to man” 
(or rather, suited to man) is explained further on as a temptation which one is “able to bear.” 
From the warning and exhortation of the previous verse the Apostle passes on to words of 
encouragement, “You need not be hopeless or despairing.” God permits the temptation by 
allowing the circumstances which create temptation to arise, but He takes care that no Fate 
bars the path of retreat. With each temptation he makes a way to escape from it. 

�ough Job’s trials were extreme, the Lord knew that he possessed su�cient strength 
of faith to endure Satan’s assaults and ultimately reach God’s end for his life. 

Because of Job’s deep and reverential fear of the Lord, a trial that would have destroyed 
lesser men, only puri�ed Job’s faith. 

God’s promise is that none will ever be tempted above that which they are able to 
endure; consequently, if men sin while in temptation, they alone are to blame.

Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, I Cor. 10:13
If people fall into sin, under the power of temptation, they only are to blame. �ey have 
strength to resist all the temptations that assail them, and God has given the assurance 
that no temptation shall occur which they shall not be able, by His aid, to resist. In all 
instances, therefore, where people fall into sin; in all the yielding to passion, to allurement, 
and to vice, man is to blame, and must be responsible to God. And this is especially true 
of Christians, who, whatever may be said of others, cannot plead that there was not power 
su�cient to meet the temptation, or to turn aside its power. 
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When most read about the trial of Job’s life, they o�en will also very ignorantly blame 
the Lord. Blind to the Lord’s ways with man, sinners will maintain no restraint in 
judging His ways. Consequently, the Book of Job has caused many to bring false 
accusations against the Lord, simply because they lacked the spiritual insight to see 
God’s ultimate grand and good purpose. 

Ultimately what Job endured did not exceed the limitations of his faith. Because his 
fear of God was great, he possessed su�cient spiritual faith to endure what God would 
allow Satan to do to his life. 

It is foolish to question God’s purposes for this God-fearing man, simply because the 
Lord knew Job’s inward heart, and there was nothing in Job’s trial that could not be 
overcome if he remained constant in his faith. 

�ough sinners will never agree, trials are necessary in weaning men from sin and 
developing strong con�dence and trust in God. 

All truly godly men also shall see that at the end of their trial, all that has been endured 
was necessary for both their spiritual growth and increased holiness.

Job 2:7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore 
boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.

Benson Commentary, Job 2:7
And smote Job with sore biles—έλκει πονηρω, with a foul ulcer, or evil in�ammation, say 
the Seventy; breaking out and spreading itself over all his body. �e biles, it seems, were like 
those in�icted upon the Egyptians, which are expressed by the same word, and threatened 
to the apostate Israelites, (Deuteronomy 28:27,) whereby he was made loathsome to 
himself and to his nearest relations, and �lled with consuming pains in his body, and no 
less torments and anguish in his mind. From the sole of his foot unto his crown—In all the 
outward parts of his body. “His tongue,” says Poole, “he spared, that it might be capable 
of uttering those blasphemies against God which Satan desired and expected him to utter.” 
One boil, when it is gathering, is very distressing, and gives a man abundance of pain and 
uneasiness. What a condition was Job then in, who had biles all over his body, no part being 
free, and those as much in�amed, and of as raging a heat, as Satan could make them! If at 
any time we be exercised with sore and grievous distempers, let us not think ourselves more 
hardly dealt with than God has sometimes dealt with the best of his saints and servants. 
We know not how far Satan may have a hand, by God’s permission, in the diseases with 
which mankind, especially the children of God, are a�icted; or what infections that prince 
of the air may spread, what in�ammations may come from that �ery serpent. We read of 
one whom he had bound for many years, Luke 13:10.  And should God su�er him to have 
his will against us, he would soon make the best and bravest of us very miserable. It is a 
judicious remark of Dr. Mede here, that it is not Job himself or his friends, but the author 
of the book, who attributes his calamities to Satan; for this writer’s intention seems to have 
been to show, by a striking example, that the world is governed by the providence of God; 
and as the holy angels, whose ministry God makes use of in distributing his bountiful gi�s, 
punctually execute all his commands; so Satan himself, with his agents, are under the power 
of God, and cannot in�ict any evils on mankind without the divine permission. 

Job 2:8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among 
the ashes.

All Job had le� with which to care for himself was a potsherd, an indication of the deep 
loss and depravity of his destitute and lonely condition. And although Job’s condition 
needed the most tender and loving care, all he possessed to deal with his a�iction was 
a hard, sharp, broken piece of pottery. 
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We see Job sitting in the ashes of what was once a wealthy and abundant life. And 
now, a�er Satan’s assaults, a potsherd was indicative of the low state of internal 
discouragement he found himself in. 

Symbolically the potsherd represented what once had been a beautiful vessel, 
distinguished and worthy of admiration, but now, a�er being broken, like Job, was �t 
for nothing but the dunghill. At this point, if not earlier, Job understood that he had 
progressed beyond all human ability to help himself. 

He could not put his shattered life back together without divine assistance, and it is 
certain that he was increasing in this spiritual conclusion. 

By observing Job despondently sitting among the ashes, it is revealed how his soul 
lacked the strength to either stand or do anything more in his life. Job knew that he 
was defenseless to stop the vicious spiritual attacks on his family, possessions, and 
body, so he resigned himself to sit and potentially wait for whatever future tragedy 
which might come next. 

What was true of Job, is likewise true of ourselves—that without the Lord’s protection 
and divine intervention, there is nothing a man can do when attacked by evil spiritual 
forces, other than to pray for God’s deliverance. 

Personal power and human ability is therefore never enough to protect any believer 
from spiritual wickedness that resides in high places, without divine intercession. 

If Job had feared the Lord before, now his fear was intensi�ed. 

Nebuchadnezzar also, a man of great governmental power and in�uence, learned the 
same lesson as Job (Dan. 5:18–22): that the mighty in this world may possess position, 
wealth, and/or worldly in�uence, but these things cannot protect them from God’s 
overreaching sovereignty, and if allowed, Satan’s assaults. 

No one—neither the world’s greatest governments nor its highest-ranking individuals—
can prevent the will of God from being done on the earth. �us, if the Lord desires to 
bring men low, then there is nothing of their own natural strength, and/or ability that 
can prevent it. 

�e Lord is sovereign, and time will prove, that none can alter what God has either 
purposed, or willed to be done on the earth.

Job 2:9 �en said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, 
and die.

Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, Job 2:9
�en said his wife.—�us it is that a man’s foes are they of his own household (Micah 
7:6; Matthew 10:36, &c.). �e worst trial of all is when those nearest to us, instead of 
strengthening our hand in God and con�rming our faith, conspire to destroy it. 

When Cain slew his brother, Abel, not even brotherhood could prevent his envious 
and evil heart from committing murder. 

Sadly, family bonds, mean nothing to those with corrupt and sinful hearts. 

Job’s wife should have demonstrated compassion, but instead her hard and insensitive 
heart spewed nothing but contempt. 
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�is might explain the pleasure-seeking lifestyles of Job’s children, simply because 
a wife and mother this insensitive to another’s pain and turmoil could not have 
in�uenced her children in any truly good and godly manner. 

Job’s wife’s words were “Curse God, and die,” and they reveal her lack of proper respect 
for both Job and God. It is also quite possible that Satan was the primary in�uence in 
turning Job’s own wife to turn against him. No sound person would encourage death 
to another, let alone a family member, without wicked spiritual in�uence. 

�at Job’s wife spoke of cursing God, thus bringing the Lord into the conversation, 
proves that her hate was not singly against Job, but also against the Lord. 

It is worth noting that at the core of all spiritual betrayal, devilish forces are at work. 
�is is observed with Judas, and it has been repeated since the dawn of time. Where 
spiritual betrayal exists, and especially so in earthly families, Satan is near, leading and 
in�uencing it.

Job 2:10 But he said unto her, �ou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all 
this did not Job sin with his lips.

Here Job defends God, as a righteous and godly man both must, and will always do. 
Instead of siding with his wife in cursing God, Job righteously labels her a fool, in a 
defense of Him.

Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Job 2:10
�is is the true expression of piety. It submits to all the arrangements of God without a 
complaint. 

True Christians know that regardless of divine judgment, the Lord’s actions are never 
unfair. Whereas an ungodly man will quickly smear God’s name in times of trouble, 
those with a deep and reverential fear of the Lord will defend it. 

To a truly righteous and upright man, God’s name is deemed far more important than 
even his own.

Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Job 2:10
In addition to that, true piety feels that all claim to any blessing, if it had ever existed, has 
been forfeited by sin. 

When the truly righteous su�er loss their eyes will turn inward seeking to see how 
they have sinned to bring about the negative consequences in their life. 

Knowing that God never errs, personal introspection will occur, through seeking the 
Lord for some hidden sin undetected by the human spirit. 

Job 2:11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, 
they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, 
and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to 
mourn with him and to comfort him. 

As the book’s structure reveals, we are now ready for the next important event in the 
Book of Job: the arrival of his three friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. No doubt 
these individuals were godly associates of Job, yet the record will reveal that they 
ultimately lacked anything through their own natural wisdom to help their friend. 
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And though they were surely sincere in the words they would speak, all they really did 
was add salt to Job’s wounds, and bring greater distress to his soul. 

Good intentions, as it shall be seen with Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, do nothing to 
guarantee pro�table results. 

Likewise, just because men are sincere in trying to help in religious matters, does not 
mean that they are truly led by God. 

Hence, just because someone may be a believer, does not mean that what they say is 
being inspired by the Lord and His Spirit. 

As the pride of man will o�en lead him to meddle in others’ a�airs which are in fact, 
none of his business. 

Foolishness also o�en �ows from the mouth of those who, though they may possess 
some faith, foolishly esteem themselves more inspired than they really are. 

�e Scripture also wisely commands men to be quick to hear, and slow to speak, until 
by divine and heavenly revelation they are given something truly meaningful to say. 

James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swi� to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath.

Job 2:12–13 And when they li�ed up their eyes afar o�, and knew him not, they li�ed 
up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon 
their heads toward heaven. 

13 So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none 
spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great.

�e Scripture reveals that at the sight of their friend, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar cried 
aloud, rent their clothes, and sat on the ground next to him. And though Job’s religious 
friends would later prove to have little wisdom, and actually needed themselves to be 
prayed for, still their acts of human compassion, at this point in the record, should not 
go unnoticed. 

Taken aback by Job’s condition, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar barely recognized that 
this was the same healthy and prosperous man they had once had known. 

Job was, at least on the outside, a shell of his previous self, and his friends recognized 
the great grief that �lled his soul. 

At least for now, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar remained wise and spoke not a word. In 
Job’s present condition of being a�icted with boils, prompted his friends to initially 
say nothing at all. 

�ey had observed Job’s grief, and wisely refrained from voicing any of their inward 
opinions, though this present spiritual approach would soon be abandoned. 

Benson Commentary, Job 2:13 
“A long silence,” says Dr. Dodd, “is a very natural e�ect of an extraordinary grief, which 
overwhelms the mind, and creates a sort of stupor and astonishment.




