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To the Praise of the Glory of His Grace

1  Eph. 5:32 �is is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
2  John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.
I Pet. 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.
I John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
I John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God.
I John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God.
3  Gen. 2:24 �erefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one �esh.
Eph. 5:31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they 
two shall be one �esh.
4  II Cor. 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that 
I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

Chapter 32

Ephesians 5:31–33

Ephesians 5:31 For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall 
be one �esh.

Remembering that the marriage re-
lationship between the husband and 

the wife is symbolic and representative 
of the relationship between Christ and 
His church,1 ultimately those born of the 
Son,2 will enter into a much more inti-
mate, ful�lling, and rewarding spiritual 
relationship, that not only equals, but 
greatly supersedes, even the closest hu-
man relationship—that between a son 
and his father and mother. �us, in every 
truly Christian marriage, when the son 
leaves his father and mother, and is joined 
unto his wife,3 the greater truth which is 
sought to be revealed, is the actual join-
ing of the believer to Christ. When like 
in an earthly marriage, two shall be one 
�esh, but now, two shall exist, one in spirit. 

�us, that which the apostle speaks con-
cerning an earthly marriage, is actually a 
type of the believer’s heavenly union with 
the resurrected Son of God. (Rom. 7:4)  
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become 
dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 
ye should be married to another, even to 
him who is raised from the dead, that we 
should bring forth fruit unto God.

(Benson Commentary, Rom. 7:4) �at ye 
should be married to another—(2 Corin-
thians 11:24;) so that you must now give up 
yourselves to Christ, as your second husband, 
that you may be justi�ed by faith in him. �e 
apostle speaks of Christ as the husband of 
the believing Jews, because he was now be-
come their Lord and head; and he calls him 
another husband, because they had been for-
merly, as it were, married to the Mosaic law, 
and relied on that alone for salvation. And 
the cruci�xion of their old man, or corrupt 
nature, and their obtaining a new nature, 
through the death of Christ, was a �t prepa-
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ration of them for being espoused to Christ. 
(END QUOTE)

�e spiritual union, is that same union 
that Jesus spoke to His disciples about 
in John’s gospel. (John 17:21) �at they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
John 14:21) �at they all may be one; as �ou, 
Father, in Me, and I in �ee, that they also may 
be in Us; and the meaning is that the union 
of the Church may be of the same essential 
nature as that between the Father and the 
Son; yea, that the union of the Church may 
result from the union of individual members 
with the Father through the Son. (Comp. 
John 14:23; John 15:4-10,5 et al.) �e Father 
in the Son and the Son in the Father; both 
Father and Son taking up their abode in the 
believer, and the believer, therefore, in the 
Father and the Son. �is is the ideal of the 
unity of the Church of Christ; and if this 
union with God is realised by each individual, 
it necessarily follows that all the individuals 
will be one with each other. (Comp. Notes 
on Ephesians 4:46 et seq.)

�at the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me.—�e result of the union of believers 
with God, and therefore with each other, will 
be that the world will see in it a proof of the 
divine origin of Christianity, and will believe 

5  John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
John 15:4–10 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the �re, and they are 
burned. 7If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you. 8Herein is my Father glori�ed, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9As the Father hath 
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.
6  Eph. 4:4 �ere is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
7  I John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
I John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God.
I John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God.

that the Father sent the Son into the world. 
As this will be the result, it is thought of as 
the purpose of the prayer for the whole body 
of believers. Instances of this result crowd 
involuntarily upon the mind. �e brother-
hood of Christians has ever been the witness 
to their common Fatherhood in God. �e 
divisions of Christendom have ever been 
the weakness of the Church and the proof to 
the world that, in that they are divided, they 
cannot be of God. (END QUOTE)

�ere are two great points that Ellicott 
makes regarding John 17:21. 1. �at the 
relationship of one saved, is that the Fa-
ther and the Son, have joined themselves 
to him, through his being �eir habita-
tion. So that every truly saved man, is 
now no longer separate, estranged, and 
alienated from the Lord, but is actually, 
because of the spiritual union produced, 
one with Him. �is is a wonderful reve-
lation, when by way of love for, and obe-
dience to, the Son of God, the Lord’s holy 
presence comes to dwell within the be-
liever’s heart. To be born of God,7 is to be 
become one with the Father and Son. (Gal. 
4:6–7) And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore 
thou art no more a servant, but a son; and 
if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Gal. 4:6) And 
because ye are sons—As a consequence of 



3

Chapter 32 - Ephesians 5:31–33

your being adopted into the family of God, 
and being regarded as his sons. It follows as 
a part of his purpose of adoption that his 
children shall have the spirit of the Lord Jesus.

�e Spirit of his Son—�e spirit of the Lord 
Jesus; the spirit which animated him, or 
which he evinced. (END QUOTE)

2. �e second point Ellicott stresses, is 
this new spiritual union which has been 
supernaturally produced, is ultimately 
purposed to be a witness to both the re-
ality and existence of God. “�e broth-
erhood of Christians has ever been the 
witness to their common Fatherhood 
in God.” (Ellicott) For this reason any 
schism and division in the church, has 
as a sad result, ultimately discrediting, 
and bringing into doubt, not only the 
existence of God,8 but also the perfect 
work of God’s Son.9 Hence, where di-
vine Christian unity exposes the world to 
the reality of God, division, schism, and 
senseless prideful debate, that mars His 
image does just the opposite. 

Understandably there is a great di�erence 
between what �eshly nature men are born 
into, and that eternal heavenly relation-
ship, o�ered to them through belief in 
the Son of God.10 And where all natural 
birth is involuntary, spiritual birth is by 
choice, and is a free-will decision. Be-

8  John 17:23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know 
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
9  Eph. 4:4–6 �ere is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
10  John 3:36a He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life…
John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name:
11  Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
12  Gen. 2:24 �erefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and 
they shall be one �esh.
13  Gen. 2:21–22 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one 
of his ribs, and closed up the �esh instead thereof; 22And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

cause of this it is neither an unrighteous, 
nor an unholy thing, to leave behind a 
temporal earthly and especially carnal  
relationship, in pursuit of a much high-
er, holy, and eternal spiritual relationship 
with the Father and the Son.

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Read-
ers, Eph. 5:31) Shall a man leave his fa-
ther … �e relation of marriage is the 
most sacred of all the ties into which we 
are not born, and which we do make for 
ourselves, in accordance with a true or 
supposed harmony of nature. It becomes, 
says Holy Scripture, a relation, not of 
common �esh and blood, but of “one 
�esh.” Itself originally voluntary, it super-
sedes all natural ties. Our Lord therefore 
adds, “�ey are no more twain, but one 
�esh. What God hath joined together let 
not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:6). 
Hence it strikingly represents that unity 
with Christ—voluntarily initiated by Him, 
voluntarily accepted by us—which yet so 
supersedes all natural ties that it is said 
to oblige a man to “hate his father and 
mother … and his own life also” (Luke 
14:2611). (END QUOTE)

�e Genesis record of Adam and Eve be-
coming one �esh,12 a�er Eve was brought 
forth from Adam’s rib,13 foreshadowed a 
spiritual union, of Christ and His church. 
What is also worthy of note concerning 
the Genesis record, and Eve’s beginning 
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as having originated from Adam, is that 
because the Lord knew before the foun-
dation of the world those He had cho-
sen for fellowship with His Son,14 then 
He also knew before even the creation 
of Adam and Eve, the real and ultimate 
purpose of the woman’s life originating 
from Adam. Hence the earthly creation 
of Eve, was ultimately purposed to be a 
type, of the future creation of those be-
gotten of the second Adam. And just as 
Eve’s creation originated in Adam, so the 
church’s creation, is through, and by way 
of, God’s second Adam, Jesus Christ.15 (I 
Cor. 15:45–49) And so it is written, �e 
�rst man Adam was made a living soul; the 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 
Howbeit that was not �rst which is spiritual, 
but that which is natural; and a�erward 
that which is spiritual. �e �rst man is of 
the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. As is the earthy, such 
are they also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are heav-
enly. And as we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly. 

Where Adam was made a living soul, 
God’s second Adam, Jesus Christ, was 
made a quickening spirit, through His 
resurrection from the dead. And just as 
Eve was brought forth from Adam’s �esh, 
those now saved through the Son of God, 
have their origin, through God’s second 
Adam, via His bodily death and resur-
rection.

14  I Cor. 1:9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
15  I Cor. 15:21–22 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
16  Gen. 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living soul.
17  I Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
I John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
I John 5:18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

(Benson Commentary, I Cor. 15:45) And 
so it is written—With respect to the ani-
mal body, Genesis 2:7.16 �e �rst Adam was 
made a living soul—God gave him animal 
life, in many respects resembling that of oth-
er animals; the last Adam was made—Rather 
was, or is, for there is nothing in the original 
for made; a quickening Spirit—Having life 
in himself, and quickening whom he will: 
imparting even a more re�ned life to men’s 
bodies at the resurrection, than that which 
they formerly possessed. Christ is called 
Adam, because believers receive their sanc-
ti�ed, spiritual nature, and their immortal 
bodies, from him, (see Ephesians 5:32,) just 
as mankind have derived their corrupted na-
ture and mortal bodies from the �rst Adam. 
He is also called the last Adam, because he 
is posterior in time to the �rst Adam, or be-
cause there shall be no restorer and head of 
the human race a�er him. Howbeit that was 
not �rst which is spiritual, &c.—�at is, as 
the �rst Adam existed before Christ was sent 
to assume our nature, and become our Sav-
iour, so must we �rst wear that animal body, 
which we derive from the one, before we 
put on that spiritual body which we receive 
from the other. Here we are taught that the 
plan of the divine government is to lead his 
creatures from a lower to a higher state of 
perfection. (END QUOTE)

In our �rst parents’ creation, there re-
mained potential for both Adam and Eve 
as well as their o�spring, to fall into sin, 
and never recover from it. But through 
God’s second Adam, and spiritual regen-
eration, there remains no such spiritual 
failure possible. �is is because those who 
are begotten of God17 have received a di-
vine nature, incapable of continuing in 
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sin, and which will always guide men, not 
away from the Lord, as man’s carnal and 
sinful �esh has always done, but rather to-
wards Him. Hence, where one nature, the 
�esh,18 leads to disobedience and death,19 
the Holy Spirit, sent by the Son of God20 
inspires those who are imparted It, to-
wards a walk in righteousness.21 �is new 
heavenly creation, is far superior to man’s 
natural, and sinful nature.22 For its living 
presence in the heart, shall ultimately ful-
ly overcome, any habits of sin that remain 
with the believer a�er conversion. So that 
the more a person follows this divine and 
holy nature, the residue of sin continues 
to fade away. (I John 3:9) Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin; for his 
seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God. 

(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary, 
I John 3:9) To be begotten of God and to sin, 

18  Rom. 8:7–8 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 8So then they that are in the �esh cannot please God.
Gal. 5:17 For the �esh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the �esh: and these are contrary the 
one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
Rom. 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my �esh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; 
but how to perform that which is good I �nd not.
19  Rom. 6:23a For the wages of sin is death…
Rom. 8:13a For if ye live a�er the �esh, ye shall die…
Gal. 6:8a For he that soweth to his �esh shall of the �esh reap corruption…
Jas. 1:14–15 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15�en when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is �nished, bringeth forth death.
20  John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
21  Ezek. 36:27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do them.
22  Gal. 5:19–21 Now the works of the �esh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, unclean-
ness, lasciviousness, 20Idolatry, witchcra�, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told 
you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Mark 7:21–23 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 22�e�s, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
23All these evil things come from within, and de�le the man.
Rom. 1:29–31 Being �lled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without 
natural a�ection, implacable, unmerciful:
23  Gen. 39:9 �ere is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but 
thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?

are states mutually excluding one another. 
In so far as one sins, he makes it doubtful 
whether he be born of God.

his seed—the living word of God, made by 
the Holy Spirit the seed in us of a new life 
and the continual mean of sancti�cation. … 

cannot sin, because he is born of God—“be-
cause it is of God that he is born” (so the 
Greek order, as compared with the order 
of the same words in the beginning of the 
verse); not “because he was born of God” 
(the Greek is perfect tense, which is present 
in meaning, not aorist); it is not said, Because 
a man was once for all born of God he never 
a�erwards can sin; but, Because he is born of 
God, the seed abiding now in Him, he can-
not sin; so long as it energetically abides, sin 
can have no place. Compare Ge 39:9, Joseph, 
“How CAN I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God?”23 �e principle within me is 
at utter variance with it. �e regenerate life 
is incompatible with sin, and gives the be-
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liever a hatred for sin in every shape, and an 
unceasing desire to resist it. (END QUOTE)

Ephesians 5:32 �is is a great mystery: but 
I speak concerning Christ and the church.

�is is a great mystery: but I speak concern-
ing Christ and the church. In reference to 
all the apostle has revealed regarding the 
Christian marriage, and the husband and 
the wife’s responsibilities in it, now Paul 
reveals the real necessity of this revela-
tion. Informing the Ephesians that his 
real focus has been, how in the Christian 
marriage, two becoming one, is actually a 
harbinger, of the oneness that will be pro-
duced, when men turn to the Son of God, 
and are brought to share in both Christ’s 
nature and spiritual triumphs. By this we 
observe why the apostle has gone into 
such great detail, revealing the union of 
the earthly husband and his wife. It was 
so that the ultimate relationship between 
Christ and the church, might be, in the 
physical realm, more fully realized and 
comprehended. It is this glorious mystery, 
which was hidden in God before the foun-
dation of the world24 that Paul’s epistle to 
the Colossians makes reference to. (Col. 
1:27) To whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this mys-
tery among the Gentiles; which is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory: 

24  Rom. 16:25–26 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26But 
now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting 
God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:
Eph. 3:9–11 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
11According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:
Col. 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest 
to his saints:
25  Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
II Cor. 5:17 �erefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.
26  Rom. 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righ-
teousness.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Col. 1:27) What is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery …Among 
the Gentiles …Which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory—Or, Christ among you. Mar-
gin. �e meaning is, that the whole of that 
truth, so full of glory, and so rich and elevat-
ed in its e�ect, is summed up in this—that 
Christ is revealed among you as the source 
of the hope of glory in a better world. �is 
was the great truth which so animated the 
heart and �red the zeal of the apostle Paul. 
�e wonderful announcement had burst on 
his mind like a �ood of day, that the o�er of 
salvation was not to be con�ned, as he had 
once supposed, to the Jewish people, but that 
all men were now placed on a level; that they 
had a common Saviour; that the same heaven 
was now opened for all, and that there were 
none so degraded and vile that they might 
not have the o�er of life as well as others. �is 
great truth Paul burned to communicate to 
the whole world; and for holding it, and in 
making it known, he had involved himself in 
all the di�culties which he had with his own 
countrymen; had su�ered from want, and 
peril, and toil; and had �nally been made a 
captive, and was expecting to be put to death. 
It was just such a truth as was �tted to �re 
such a mind as that of Paul, and to make it; 
known as worth all the sacri�ces and toils 
which he endured. Life is well sacri�ced in 
making known such a doctrine to the world. 
(END QUOTE)

�ose truly begotten of God, through 
regeneration of the Holy Spirit,25 and re-
ceiving Christ in them,26 provides per-
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sonal proof of being adopted by the Fa-
ther.27 �e means through which this 
heavenly sonship has occurred, begins 
with an individual’s love for the Son of 
God, and obedience to His words. If this 
is evidenced in a person’s life, then just as 
Jesus stated, the Father also will love the 
person, and the believer shall ultimately 
have both the Father and the Son, come 
and make their everlasting abode in the 
believer’s heart. �rough then love for, 
and obedience to the Son of God, God 
shall eternally dwell within His people. 

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. 

It is ultimately because of love for Jesus—
con�rmed when we both keep, and obey 
His words—that prompts the Father to 
love us, and then come to live in our 
hearts. �us where true love for the Son 
of God exists, faithful obedience to His 
words shall also exist, which shall result in 

Gal. 1:15–16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 
grace, 16To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 
with �esh and blood:
Gal. 2:20 I am cruci�ed with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the �esh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
27  Rom. 8:14–17 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15For ye have not 
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father. 16�e Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17And if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we su�er with him, that we may 
be also glori�ed together.
Gal. 4:4–7 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6And because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7Wherefore thou 
art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
Eph. 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will,

the Father and the Son, coming to abide 
within the one saved. 

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers, 
John 14:23) If a man love me, he will keep 
my words.—Our Lord repeats the condi-
tion necessary on the part of man in order 
that the manifestation of God to him may 
be possible. … We will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.— … Philo has a 
remarkable parallel in his treatise, De Cher-
ubim, p. 124, “Since therefore He (God) thus 
invisibly enters into the region of the soul, 
let us prepare that place, in the best way the 
case admits of, to be an abode worthy of 
God; for if we do not, He, without our being 
aware of it, will quit us and migrate to some 
other habitation which shall appear to Him 
to be more excellently provided” (Bohn’s 
ed., vol. i., p. 199. See the whole of chap. 29). 
(END QUOTE)

***

(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary, 
John 14:23) we will come and make our abode 
with him—Astonishing statement! In the Fa-
ther’s “coming” He “refers to the revelation 
of Him as a Father to the soul, which does 
not take place till the Spirit comes into the 
heart, teaching it to cry, Abba, Father” [Ol-
shausen]. �e “abode” means a permanent, 
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eternal stay! (Compare Le 26:11, 12; Eze 
37:26, 27; 2Co 6:16;28 and contrast Jer 14:829). 
(END QUOTE)

Ultimately, there is no greater manifesta-
tion of true love for Jesus, than through 
obeying His words, and also no great-
er manifestation of God’s love towards 
the sinner, than when He by grace en-
ters and makes His eternal abode within 
him. Upon these truths—love for the Son, 
obedience to His words, and then the Fa-
ther and Son entering a previous sinner’s 
heart—is the entire gospel message won-
derfully condensed. Ful�lling Ezekiel’s 
prophecy, that the Lord would turn the 
hearts of His people back to Himself, by 
giving them a new heart, no longer hard-
ened by sin and disobedience, but so�, 
joyfully willing to become compliant to 
divine will.30 (Ezek. 36:26) A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will 
I put within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your �esh, and I will give 
you an heart of �esh.

(Benson Commentary, Ezek. 36:26) A new 
heart also will I give you—A new disposition 
of mind, excellent in itself, and vastly di�er-
ent from what it was before; a frame of soul 
changed from sinful to holy, from carnal to 
spiritual; a heart in which the law of God is 
written, Jeremiah 31:33; a sancti�ed spirit, in 
which the almighty grace of God is victori-
ous, and turns it from the world to God, and 
from all sin to all holiness; a state of mind 
which is the supernatural gi� of God, and not 

28  Lev. 26:11–12 And I set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 12And I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.
Ezek. 37:26–27 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for 
evermore. 27My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
II Cor. 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; 
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
29  Jer. 14:8 O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger 
in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night?
30  Ezek. 11:19–20 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the 
stony heart out of their �esh, and will give them an heart of �esh: 20�at they may walk in my statutes, and 
keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.
Jer. 31:33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; A�er those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.

wrought in any man by his own power. And 
I will take away the stony heart—�e hard, 
senseless, unfeeling, in�exible heart; the 
heart unapt and averse to receive any divine 
impressions, and to return any devout a�ec-
tions. Out of your �esh—�at is, out of you. 
And I will give you a heart of �esh—A so� 
and tender heart, that has spiritual senses ex-
ercised, and is conscious to itself of spiritual 
pains and pleasures; a heart of quite another 
temper, hearkening to God’s law, trembling 
at his threats, moulded into a compliance 
with his whole will; disposed to do, to be, or 
to su�er what God wills; receiving the divine 
impress as so� wax receives the impress of 
the seal. I will put my Spirit within you—My 
enlightening, regenerating, and sanctifying 
Spirit; that Holy Spirit which is given to and 
dwells in all true believers; and cause you—
Sweetly and powerfully, yet without com-
pulsion; to walk in my statutes—In all my 
ordinances and commandments, and that 
from judgment, choice, and a�ection. For 
our spirits, when renewed by God’s Spirit 
to a disposition conformed to his holiness, 
readily comply with his will in all things, 
concur with his designs, and become work-
ers together with him. And ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them—Ye shall be willing 
and able to perform all acceptable obedience, 
and to live a life of universal holiness and 
righteousness. (END QUOTE)

�is is a great mystery: but I speak con-
cerning Christ and the church.

(Barnes’ Notes on the Bible, Eph. 5:32) �is is 
a great mystery—… �e word “mystery”—
(moos-TAY-ree-on) μυστήριον mustērion—
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Chapter 32 - Ephesians 5:31–33

means something which is concealed, hid-
den, before unknown; something into which 
one must be “initiated” or instructed before 
he can understand it. … Here it means simply, 
that there was much about the union of the 
Redeemer with his people, resembling the 
marriage connection, which was not obvious, 
except to those who were instructed; which 
was obscure to those who were not initiated; 
which they did not understand who had not 
been “taught.” … �e truth that was so great 
a mystery was, that the eternal Son of God 
should form such an union with people; that 
he should take them into a connection with 
himself, implying an ardor of attachment, 
and a strength of a�ection superior to even 
that which exists in the marriage relation. 
�is was a great and profound truth, to un-
derstand which, it was necessary to receive 
instruction. No one would have understood 
it without a revelation; no one understands 
it now except they who are taught of God. 
(END QUOTE)

For the true Christian, it is not just that 
God saves him, but that God in Christ, 
actually come to eternally abide within 
him.31 It is because of this spiritual union, 
when the Father’s and Son’s holy and di-
vine nature, enters a person’s heart, that 
both salvation and eternal life, become 
the possession of a new child of God. 

Ephesians 5:33 Nevertheless let every one 
of you in particular so love his wife even 

31  Rom. 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righ-
teousness.
Gal. 1:15–16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his 
grace, 16To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 
with �esh and blood:
Gal. 2:20 I am cruci�ed with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the �esh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

as himself; and the wife see that she rev-
erence her husband.

(Ellicott’s Commentary for English Read-
ers, Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless.—Although, 
i.e., the primary and perfect application 
is to Christ alone, let the teaching be so 
far applied to marriage as that practically 

“the husband love his wife as himself,” and 
“the wife reverence (properly, fear) the 
husband.” �is return to homely, practical 
duty a�er high and mysterious teaching is 
characteristic of St. Paul. (END QUOTE)

“Nevertheless” simply means, once the 
Ephesians had been brought to under-
stand the greater revelation—the mys-
tery of Christ and His church, now they 
were to practically, in their own Christian 
marriages, practically demonstrate this 
revelation, through the husband loving 
the wife as himself, and the wife rever-
encing her husband, as the church does 
Christ. By this, God’s mystery is preserved 
in the natural realm, in the closest per-
sonal union known to man. It is also only 
those Christian husbands, who truly love 
their wives, who properly reveal Jesus’ 
love for the church, and only those Chris-
tian wives, who genuinely reverence their 
husbands, who re�ect how the church is 
purposed to be subject to its Savior. 


